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Wow! At last, a way to have those wonderful, thought- 
provoking discussions without having to wait until 3:00 in the 
morning! What I heard through the grapevine was to 
send you $10 and wait to see what you sent me. I 
have spent the last three weeks going nuts waiting on your 
publication. I drove my lady to the brink of insanity by running 
around the house worrying when it would arrive. I believe I am 
addicted....Seriously, it just keeps getting better. Your publi¬ 
cation is wonderful—it’s a public forum for all 
those late night and Monday Night Fighter 
Practice/Pizza Party discussions we’ve all had from 
time to time for years about why the heck we spend 
our meager discretionary income and “free” time 
doing this. I had the privilege of reading ThinkWell (#10) for 
the first time... I cannot express how impressed I 
was. ..Thanks for doing this!!! Stupendous...this 
promises to be a bunch of fun. I’m having lots of fun! 
ThinkWell is like fighter practice for your brain. 

FIWM Tfie 6B1T0B 

The comment on page 30, Issue 10, about titles on the field 
was from Charles of Dublin, not Jason Griffiths of. 
ShadowHyrst. Both are from Caid. It was an /Elflaed error. 
I’m sorry. 

Those who have written should know that when people 
praise ThinkWell they’re not praising me—they’re excited 
about all the wonderful ideas they’re reading, and I wouldn’t 
have those ideas to print without your help. 

I wish I could share with you some of the letters just as 
they come in. One thing that doesn’t come across here is the 
flow of them from one topic to another, and the giddy, goofy 
tone of some, with funny salutations, great continuation notes, 
custom closings and, when I’m lucky, those “you can’t print 
this, but...” P.S.’s. I get to see signatures and sometimes 
handwriting. This is all doing me a world of good. Thanks. 

If you received this in an envelope which didn’t appear to be 
on its first trip out, it’s because along with a pile of old T.I.s I 
inherited a vast number of envelopes which have only been 


im>y 1992 (g.s. SSSJ1 1 

used for filing. It cut my cost by more than the amount of a 
double-sided page, so pages 33 and 34 are a product of the 
largesse of Lord Kristjan Olavssen. 

This might have come to you sooner were my babysitter 
not having a full and interesting summer, and if Bish’s letter 
had come in sooner than July 13. Enough of the credits and the 
blame—on with the show... 

ijSTVjairs me# 

Great idea! You might want to talk to Syr Seosaidh and Syr 
Erica (mka Joe and Linda Latta, 904-495-9967) here in 
Trimaris. 1 They founded a non-profit organization about a year 
ago called The American Institute for Medieval Studies 
(AIMS). This organization’s goal is to finance a medieval 
village. They have organized a group of volunteers to sponsor 
medieval faires to raise money for the project and seem to be 
doing quite well. 

—Mistress Hollyn of Kestrelmere [Trimaris] 

[From a new subscriber who hadn't read Istvan's letter yet:] 

One of the things I’m busy with is a new corporation a 
few of us formed. The American Institute for Medieval Studies. 
The plan is to stage medieval faires for the public and earn lots 
o’money and buy land and build a castle... you know, the old 
dream. So far we’ve held three “Nottingham Faires,” one each 
in Tampa, Jacksonville, and Cypress Groves (Florida).' The 
next one is at the end of the month in Orlando. The Institute is 
growing fast and the Faires were far more enjoyable to produce 
than we ever expected. The concept is that we are a traveling 
museum, with exhibits about medieval life forming an impor¬ 
tant part of the faire. We are trying to focus the faire by 
conceiving of it as a seasonal faire that may actually hive taken 
place in Nottingham in the year 1350 (or 1351), but for which 
there are no surviving records. My research into the Robin 
Hood legend indicates that it is very possible that such a faire 


* For those who don’t get much out-of-kingdom mail, in some places “mka” is used 
(“mundanely known as”) and in other places they’ve never heard of it Also, a copy of 
this paragraph was sent to Istvan before his board meeting, but I’m including it here for 
the edification and future reference of the rest of us. —aclflaED 
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in that place and time could actually have had King Edward and 
members of the nobility presenting a masque/disguising/ 
mumming inspired by the ballads of Robin Hood, which were 
certainly already widespread by then. The Black Prince portrays 
Robin Hood, the King of Greenwood Summer. Sir Henry 
Grosmont, the Duke of Lancaster, plays the ballad character 
Guy of Gisbum, the King of Winter, etc. Our assumption is 
that whoever the original Robin Hood was, he would not have 
had as prominent or positive a role in the festivities of a local 
faire as would a theatrical re-creation of his character in later 
legends. AIMS is attempting to re-create a 14th century faire 
which is celebrating the legends of the. long-dead outlaw, even 
as we do today (it sounds more confusing than it really is). We 
want to fill a niche that few medieval/Renaissance faires under¬ 
take, that of focussing in time and place as the Civil 
War/Revolutionary War groups do. Many of our people are 
SCA and that means completely re-educating them away from 
sloppiness when it comes to re-creation, but we’re improving 
each faire. 

—Merowald [Trimaris] 

BimFe^ences 

About philosophy and the SCA: I’ve chewed on, 
contemplated, mused about and gotten emotionally caught up 
in much of this over the years (for me, 19) in the organization. 

Because of the nature of the U.S. Air Force, Ton and I have 
lived in six kingdoms and are now for a second time in Adantia 
_ (previously in North Carolina, now near Storvik). 

What becomes of our moving membership? What of those 
people who because of job must pull up roots in one kingdom 
and settle in another—sometimes to repeat the process several 
times (in our case, every 3 to 3 1/2 years). 

Realize that each kingdom feels it represents the true and 
correct interpretation of how to play in the SCA. They have 
taken the idea and run with it. Kingdom attitudes do indeed 
reflect those held by mundane society. If you live in a reli¬ 
giously conservative part of the country you will find these 
values within the SCA groups in that area. If individualism is 
the mundane social norm it will appear in the SCA. SCA 
groups that must compete with historical recreation groups tend 
toward greater research and authenticity and expect it of the 
peers (Laurels). None of these things are bad or wrong. They 
are simply reflections of society in which the Society (SCA) 
functions. 

Now if you must move a great deal you run into some 
interesting things—I really don’t want to call them problems 
though to some they are. 

First, I know that the first group and kingdom in which you 
are active sets your ideas, attitudes and expectations of what the 
SCA is and how it should function. Some of these ideas are 
very strong ones: how the crown rules (autocratically or by 
committee/curia) and the relationship of the crown and its curia 
differ from kingdom to kingdom; fighting standards and differ¬ 
ent interpretations of what can and should not be done on the 
field; standards for all three peerages; differences in personal 
loyalty (to kingdom/crown, local group, household). The list 
can go on. 

When entering a group in a new (for you) kingdom expect 


to speak heresy. In a local group meeting the moment you 
utter thoughts that to the gentles present are unthinkable, you 
will realize (usually by the dead silence or gasping) what you 
have done. It can mark you as an outsider. Keep in mind that 
some parts of the Known World are more xenophobic than 
others. 

To avoid heretical speech I have found it helpful to read the 
“new” kingdom’s laws and to ask gentles to “tell me about 
their kingdom.” Now comes the hard part: you must sit and 
listen to what they have to say. DON’T interrupt with your 
own personal thoughts or experiences; that can come later. 

There are reasons for every (to you) odd custom or tradition 
or view of the crown and peerages...even if you don’t agree 
with them. 

I’ve found smaller groups easier to get involved in than 
larger groups. Smaller shires and baronies need every interested 
person they can get for the group to function, learn, and grow. 
Larger groups though very diverse are also very hard to break 
into. These baronies are well established, as are their local 
households/cliques. If you don’t have the good fortune of being 
brought into the group by accepted movers and shakers you can 
find yourself all alone with no one even noticing that you are 
there. Sadly, many large groups miss out on lots of 
experienced people who move through their area simply by not 
making these folk feel welcome. 

Does it help to have a county rank or a peerage when 
moving into a new group? It sure does! Wear that 
baronial/county/ducal coronet to an event in the “new” kingdom 
and you will find yourself fielding the “Where are you from?” 
questions all day. This goes for the Knights, Laurels and 
Pelicans, the idea being if you were recognized in some king¬ 
dom and made a peer then you must be somebody. 

My current concerns involve families in the SCA. Many 
places don’t deal well with them, if you have a good support 
group you are lucky. I move so often that I’m constantly 
having to look for one. It becomes quite a chore. Many times 
it is easier not to go to events than to go to them. When I go 
to an event, I am usually judging a competition, teaching 
classes, sitting in a Laurel circle and watching after three 
children and a fighter. Please note that this isn’t intended to be 
a gripe!!! This is simply reality for a frustrated mom who hap¬ 
pens to be a Laurel and moves a lot. People with children who 
don’t move are generally able to establish stronger support 
groups. 

There are many other matters that affect those who move— 
just try being recognized for a peerage if you move often... 

—Countess Elizabeth Karien of the Four Winds [Atlantia] 1 
lThere's more about moving around in "Hospitality" on page 28.] 

In Ynys Fawr we do processions in reverse order of 
precedence. It means that new people are less embarrassed 
because there are fewer people to see their mistakes and they 
can then watch others to see who they are and how they do it 
Mind you, this shows that we are so small that people at their 


1 I’m Elizabeth Karien of the Four Winds, married to Ton the Traveller. I was once 
queen of Aten veldt, and my laurel is from Ansteorra. I joined the SCA in 1972 and have 
lived in Atcnveldt [Tir Ysgthr, Dragonsspine (now Outlands)], the West (Alaska), 
Ansteorra (Bjomsborg), Atlantia (Elvagast), the Middle (Flaming Gryphon), Caid 
(Lyondemere), and now back to Atlantia (Ponte Alto). 
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first event do join in on the Grand March. 

—HrOlf Heijdlfssen [West (Lochac)] 

How do the various Kingdoms arrange for the obliga¬ 
tory toasts to the Crown, Prince and Princess of the kingdom 
or its principalities or other worthy dignitaries?' 

Depending on the time of year, the East can have up to 
twelve crowned heads, six couples, “due” a toast at an event, 
usually given after the first remove of the feast It is also 
customary to toast any visiting royals, and the cooks of the 
feast (if it was good) and often the autocrat of the event (ditto). 

At several local events people have come up to me and said 
“You are the senior peer here, you have to give the toast to the 
King and Queen.” Having a good memory for the Order of 
Precedence, so far I’ve managed to wiggle out of it by pointing 
out someone senior, or coming up with some other excuse. 

Personally, I find the idea of toasting the Crown at an event 
where they are not even present appalling. If they are actually 
sitting there, sure; and maybe reminding them that they have 
heirs and toasting the CP&CPs isn’t too bad an idea. The rest 
of the uneasily resting heads seem ludicrous to toast, again 
unless they are actually present. I strongly approve of the 
custom of toasting the people who’ve done all the work to put 
on the event, if they have actually done a good job. 

But who is really in charge here? Do other kingdoms have a 
Toastmaster, at least for Kingdom events? Is it really the 
senior peer’s job to deal with this? How do you deal with the 
inevitable twit who insists on toasting “To Excess!”? Do you 
warn people ahead of time that someone is officially in charge 
of such? Advice, please, on keeping this short, sweet and to 
the point! 

—Geoffrey d’Ayr of Montalban (a.k.a. “Bish”) [East] 

Customs, courts, feasts and costuming do vary be¬ 
tween kingdoms. I miss the coronations in Meridies. They 
had a theatrical aspect I’ve never seen anywhere else. Of course 
it’s been years since the last one I was able to attend (1986). 

I will never forget the coronation of Sir Francois—John the 
Bearkiller was “killed” by a “bear.” (1979) 

—Lady Aithelthryth of Acleah [Caid] 

Provinces m> B16 

We are big enough to be a barony, but have several 
possible choices for baron and Baroness, how do you choose 
one without offending another? What if the one you do choose 
doesn’t work out well, but they won’t give it up? There are 
three groups in our immediate area. One is a barony, but went 
through much grief and heartache, including people leaving the 
group, to get there. The second has tried to become a barony 
more than once but has not been able to get past the infighting. 
We have a very amiable group, but I will have to admit that I 
am afraid that would change if we tried to become a barony. My 
biggest fear is that we will choose a baron and baroness and 
that they won’t work out, and then the group fall apart because 
of it! We are currendy considering becoming a province, which 
I don’t have any objection to, except what does a province do? 

Is it really any different from an overgrown shire? Any ideas? 


—Lady Carmela [Trimaris] 1 
There are a couple of shires in our own kingdom which 
have remained shires when they could have applied for baronial 
status. One has dwindled, and the other is finally, after over ten 
years of being big enough, starting to consider it. To us, 
“provinces” are something they have in the West. We’ve never 
had one. Are there any kingdoms besides the West that do? 

—/Elflasd of Duckford [Outlands] 

TW& LIMITS on BTOOnjS 

You’re right, of course, Robin. By the way, Ailflaed, 
here we’re getting to choose a new baron and all three of your 
Bryn Gwlad correspondents are candidates. 

—Galen of Bristol [Ansteorra] 
Wow—two in one season! Good for al-Barran and Bryn Gwlad, and 
good for ThinkWell. —eelflaEd 

Atlantia just put into effect a limit on the period of 
time a Baron and/or Baroness can hold their position. The 
actual term was to be set by the barony, but not to exceed four 
years total (i.e., 4 one-year terms, 1 four-year term, 2 two-year 
terms). Each term must be affirmed with a polling. If the term 
is a renewal the polling is a vote of confidence; otherwise there 
must be at least two candidates on the polling. 

The general discussion on the topic tends to revolve around 
whether or not the over-turning of barons will provide instabil¬ 
ity to the baronies. Our law hasn’t been in effect long enough 
to find out The desired effect is to prevent stagnation. The 
law was developed based on one case of stagnation where no 
one really wanted to “officially” point fingers (though it was 
done unofficially through the entire process) so the solution to 
one case was legislated across the board for all groups. The 
result of this exercise remains to be seen. 

I am in the position of being a landed baroness under this 
system. My barony chose to have two-year terms. I am in the 
second year of my first term. I am eligible to serve two more 
years after a vote of confidence. I don’t know if I’m a good or 
bad baroness, but I know I’m a short-timer because I personally 
have no desire to subject my ego to a vote of confidence just so 
I can do this job for two more years. 

—Siobhan O’Riordain [Atlantia] 2 


^ “My name is Lady Carmela. There used to be more to the name but it is in the 
process of changing. I am (or am becoming) a sixth century Celt. I am NOT a peer, but 
am a protege and am not subject to “peer fear.” I have been in the SCA since Memorial 
Day Weekend, 1985 a short timer compared to the people I have seen here. My whole 
time has been in Trimaris, but in this relatively short period I have seen a lot of changes 
in both this Kingdom and the SCA. I am currently seneschal of the Shire of the Storm, 
and have also served the shire as treasurer and hospitaller. I have not held a kingdom 
office, but I do handle the Trimarian Pennsic encampment each year, which has 
practically become an all-year project and is quite enough thank you! I also publish the 
Pennsic Dailie Tidings. I dabble in many things in the SCA including embroidery, 
calligraphy, costuming, jewelry making, spinning, dancing and madrigal singing. What I 
do the most though is administer (and pull my hair out). 

Otherwise I am Deborah Pettingill and have worked for the local electric utility for 
six years sitting in front of a computer all day. My husband (Guy) and I have been 
married for five years and although we do not yet have children we have been making up 
for it with two dogs (Samoyeds) and three cats. I am still attending college (since 
1984 one class per semester) and someday will get my degree and teach history in high 
school. I also own my own business doing lingerie home parties and am director of a 
branch which currently numbers eight people. I do other various and assorted things 
because I just can’t say no. It drives my husband crazy but I love it! 

^ “Lady Siobhan O’Riordain is a 12th century Anglo-Norman living in Ireland who is 


Issue #11 




Page 3 






No barony in /Ethelmearc has its original baron. Every 
one is on at least their third set. In the Rhydderich Hael in our 
third baronial election we gave the populace the option of 
voting in one of several term limits (all choices renewable). 
The people chose a four-year term. So far this has worked like 
a charm. It led up’ to our smoothest succession yet (Haknote: 
Boy there aren’t many of us left from the shire days.) 

—Andreas Hak (East] * 1 2 

Rowany just had their founding Baroness step down 
after ten years. Innilgard and Riverhaven still have their 
founders after six years and Stormhold and Aneala have changed 
theirs at least once. These are our only Baronies. 

—Hrolf Heijolfssen [West (Lochac)] 

I do not believe that any Barony in Atlantia has its 
founders still at the helm, except the Barony of Ponte Alto, 
which was created in February 1992. In fact, I do not believe 
any Baron/ess has been serving more than alxmt a year and a 
half, due to the shakeups which accompanied the changes to 
kingdom law. 

Atlantia just underwent major revision of its laws to put 
time and term limits on Baron/esses and to codify the selection 
process. (What an icky mess.) I confess that I grew up in the 
Baron-for-Life school of thought, and find the terms of office 
idea a little uncomfortable. I have always seen the landed 
Baronage as one constant in an otherwise changing ruling struc¬ 
ture, one consistent voice of experience and tradition in a place 
where a generation is measured in a handful of years, one con¬ 
tinuing guiding and inspiring force in a land where royalty and 
officers change almost with the seasons. But I recall in my 
youth arguing vigorously for “everyone should get a chance to 
play,” and landed Baronage, at least here in fair Atlantia, is the 
only significant “hat” that is accessible to non-fighters through 
their own merits or efforts (versus through the victory of one’s 
champion in Crown Tourney—not meaning in any way to 
diminish the splendour of the Queens of Atlantia, who are fair 
indeed!). And there have certainly been occasions where those 
in office have held the coronets long after they ceased to serve 
to the satisfaction of the people. The laws are made, it is too 
soon to see if they are well-made. We shall see. 

Just as a note, we have one Barony based primarily around a 
college (which seems to me unusual in and of itself) where the 
coronets turn over every year or two, and have for the past 
several years (it seems that we are on the fifth ones since I 
moved to Atlantia in 1983). It seems to work for them. 

—Keilyn FitzWarin [Atlantia]^ 


still trying to figure out what that means in terms of who she is. In SCAdian society I 
am currently serving as Baroness of the Barony of Lochmere which is Anne Arundel and 
Howard Counties, Maryland (or the chunk of land between DC and Baltimore). I have 
been playing for five years because it beats the hell out of prime-time tv.” 

1 “I almost always refer to myself as Hak (rhymes with Mack) but I do answer to 
Andreas for those who find that name offensive. I almost always say I’m from 
/Ethelmearc although I’m properly from the Canton erf Beau Fleuve in the Barony of the 
Rhydderich Hael in the Principality of Ethelmearc in the Kingdom of the East. I’m a 
knight and a pelican. I have kingdom awards for fighting and service. I have 
principality awards for arts and fighting and I’m the principal of the principali t y service 
order.” 

2 

‘1 am seneschal and one of the founders of the Barony of Lochmere (a stretch of 
Maryland between DC and Baltimore) and have also served (in no particular order) as 
clerk to the Triton Herald, clerk to the East Kingdom Earl Marshall, baronial lists 


^encMnTjs 

I’ve been told that there are people in the SCA who feel 
that folks who make money (or their living) off of or within, 
the SCA are little better than parasites. But I know of only 
one person (I’m sure there are more, though) who has come by 
all of his equipment (be it garb, camping gear, armour, etc.) 
without dealing with merchants (and now that I think about it, 
he had to get that Pelican medallion somewhere...). As a 
merchant. I’m a bit biased, but let’s face it: without people to 
specialize in armouring, jewelry making, clothing, shoemaking 
and the like, we’d look a lot less “real.” 

—Istvan Kostka [Calontir] 3 

There was a time when merchants had a harder time 
getting Laurels in our kingdom than those who had never sold a 
thing. Now that merchants are so common, it seems an odd 
prejudice. Raymond the Quiet was one of the first merchants 
around, and it was held against him somewhat, as I understand, 
but he was always generous in donating prizes and so that 
counted in his favor. I know that in the first years I was a 
Laurel I heard both sides of the argument many times. If a per¬ 
son made his or her “mundane living” as an artist, and therefore 
had a harder time donating items, it was looked (town on. Now 
with some distance between me and those speeches it seems 
that people were expected to buy the fond regard of the peerage 
and powers of the SCA by donating goods. 

I have recently heard “but he/she’s only a merchant and isn’t 
involved in the Society at all otherwise.” As far as considera¬ 
tion for peerage goes, we do expect people to be well-rounded 
people with dedication to the SCA in general. 

I used to run “Honest /Elflaed’s Used Treasures” and would 
gather up good (/ thought) stuff from the flea market and garage 
sales and thrift stores and sell it for not much more than I paid. 

I made enough to get to events and back, and took all the rest 
(and then some) and spent it again. I wasn’t making much 
profit at all, and didn’t intend to. I saw it as a community 
service, of sorts, to provide inexpensive dishes (and belts and 
boxes and candle holders and leather pouches or whatever I 
found) to people who didn’t have the time or the inclination to 
search junk shops, and as a way to subsidize my SCA habit I 
got some feedback that artisans didn’t appreciate junk .dealers 
undercutting them. I think it was very rare that someone who 
bought something from me was thereby prevented from buying 
from another merchant More likely they would have had to go 


officer, baronial herald, shire aits officer and shire herald. I have attended events in An 
Tir, A ten veldt, Ansteorra, the Middle and Trimaris/Meridies as well as having lived in 
the East and Atlantia. I have been in the SCA about 12 years. I am a Fellow of the 
University of Atlantia, and have just completed a term as Poeta Prima Atlantiae. I am a 
Companion of the Golden Dolphin (Atlantian service order) and the Pearl (arts order), 
as well as a member of Lochmere’s service and arts orders. I cook, autocrat events, 
write poetry, make clothes and shoes, dance, fight (a little) brew, and teach all of the 
above except fighting. 

“Like most of the SCA I make my living messing about with computers.” 

‘T am H.L. Istvan ‘The Mad* Kostka. I occasionally launch into politico-philosophical 
‘spouts’ (during which Sir Richard of Wolf wood says my eyes roll back into my head, 
though I don’t believe him), and I guess that’s why they call me ‘the Mad’; I didn’t make 
that pan up. I am a Kievan Rus, living in the free shire of Carisby, and am a 
journeyman shoemaker there. Like many shoemakers, I am literate, and politically 
active (read ‘writes bitchy letters’), though I try to offer solutions to the problems I 
perceive.” 
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without If they couldn’t afford an expensive handmade satchel 
or belt or goblet, but could buy some $3 imperfect cheque ,,1 
think the Society still benefitted. I’ve personally spent lots of 
money at SCA merchant booths (artisans, usually, but some¬ 
times dealers of imports or commercial museum replicas). 

I know people who go to Pennsic and Estrella War pnmar- 

ay because of the shopping oppo—, 

IVeL^TIOnjSMP OF RWGlftT 
TO jSQtdRG 

I am a fairly new knight (June’90), but I have strong 
views on the student-teacher relationship. I have two squires. I 
took one four months after the fact, and other after thirteen. 

The traits I look for in a squire are (in order of importance): 
friendship, longevity/interest in the Society, and marti 

Pr °Fkst and foremost, I want a squire to be my brother. I 
wouldn’t ask my squire to do something in fealty that I 
wouldn’t ask in friendship. This mutual trust and respect (and 
common interests) are my basis for the relationship. I build a 
friendship/brotherhood on this. I have a policy that if the rela¬ 
tionship isn’t working out either party can terminate it at any 
time. I stress communication in any healthy relationship. My 
squires (and their spouses) are among my best friends. 

I also look for a long interest in the Society—someone who 
has been in for a couple of years, and shows interest in many 
Society aspects. I look for someone who likes Society.and 
has fun doing what they’re doing here^noughfunthatthey 
will be around long enough to become a peer (whethCT they 
recognized as such or not). So far my “enter* has-been that I 

don’t look for a prospective squire who . has . n 1 t _^. ch j® v t f d ] fj™ 
(AoA level fighting order) quality, as this fulfills both latter 
aspects of what I look for in a squire (longevity and martial 

PrC Tfeei it is a peer’s job to teach others how to be a peer. 
That is why I sometimes use the term “student.” I have some 
students who aren’t (primarily) fighters. I took them as stu¬ 
dents because I felt they had good potential in the Society and I, 
as a peer, could help them focus their potential. To me, squire 
is a term that pertains to the learning of the martial arts. While 
my squires are always my students, my students are not always 
my squires. I don’t require fealty from my students just a 
mutual promise that they will try to learn and I will try to 
teach. I give them a blue belt (my household color) tipped in 

red (to signify their willingness to learn). T 

I don’t exclusively teach my squires to fight my style. I 
primarily teach my squires why I fight the wayl do, andwan 
diem to form their own fighting style/philosophy basedon all 
they learn from everybody. I help them develop their own 

well-roundedness, as individuals. 

My first squire (my training squire) was already a good 
friend of mine. I was a little concerned to take him as a squire, 
because I didn’t know what it might do to our relationship. It 

brought us closer together. ._ 

My other squire, I had been watching for about six months 
before I asked him. He was one of the better Creporung) 
marshals, and he had recently been made a fyrdman. My only 


reservation with him was that he lived four hours away, but we 
both travel enough where that’s not a problem. 

We look after each other, on the field and off; share the 
work and the fun, at events; and talk to each other on the same 
level The best memories I have about my days as a squire are 
just sitting around my knight’s house and talking with him and 

his lady. 

I consider squirehood a personal bond that varies from 
knight to knight and then to each squire individually. I have 
seen many types of relationships, and as long as both parties 
know what to expect, and mutually agree on it, no one type ot 

relationship is “right” u 

If you’re thinking about becoming a squire, know wha 
you’re getting into before you say “yes.” Have an idea of what 
your relationship will be (or what you want out of a relation¬ 
ship). Remember, stand for something, or you 11 fall for 

^Ifyou are a squire you’re probably happy with and and proud 
of your knight. Remember to keep the communication tines 
open. Your knight is your knight because the two of you 
agreed to a student/teacher relationship. Your actions, both on 
and off the field, should complement your knight, as his witi 
reflect on you. Know that it’s not the color of your belt, but 
the quality of person you are, on or off the field, that matters. 

I tell my squires that I will serve as an example to them. 
(Notice that I do not specify good or bad, as I will serve as both 
examples. I try to let them know which is which.) 

—Sir Chrystofer Kensor [Calontir] 


I’ve taken two squires and no proteges, although it is 
very much the fashion in ^thelmearc to take proteges and 
Sendees. Despite this, I feel I have MORE to offer 
proteges. The inner workings of the SCA and the psychology 
of good delegation are much more detailed and subtle than the 
rather simple and zen styles of fighting I^ ^ 

Tf*6 OF TftG PCLlCjlU 

I agree with Duke Cariadoc about all service rather than 
just bureaucratic service solving the “slipping through the 
cracks” problem, and about there being multiple hierarchies 
within the kingdoms. I would add that our analogues to 
peasants are machines and mnndaneS-^^ ^ 

I’ve been asked repeatedly to explain Pelicans. I can’t, 
but I tell people to try and think of them in the same tight as 
CD players, or microwave ovens, or personal computers 
minor magicks that, then used at the right times and in the 
right proportions, can he ^"^h 

I’ve been thinking that the working definitions of the order 
of the pelican here may be too stringent. We’re expecting for 
people to be good organizers and to be very efficient, and to 

1 “Calontir Troll, one of Calontir’s three saints, and youngest companion of the Order 
of Archaic Fewmets (oh, and Earl Marshal).” 
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have done Great Things. Maybe the original intent of the Order 
of the Pelican was to pick up those whose contributions 
weren’t in fighting or in arts. Maybe people who are just 
good, who fulfill the requirements for peerage but who have no 
special arts or martial prowess should be considered to have 
served the Society just by being wonderful examples of 
chivalry. I’m not convinced of this, but the thought keeps 
swirling up to the surface that we, in the Outlands, have 
standards which are too high for the Order of the Pelican. There 
hasn’t been a new Pelican made in my barony for six years or 
more (since Atenveldt days). Belted circles and L au rel circles 
could go on for hours if time permitted, and they still wouldn’t 
be through discussing candidates. We’re through in no time. 

Do there seem to be fewer pelican candidates than there are 
for other orders in other kingdoms too? Are there unlimited 
opportunities for artisans and fighters, but only so many office 
and events and projects? Is it harder to be a “really good 
Pelican (whatever we decide that is) than a good Laurel or 

Knight-type? I’m going to stop thinking about it now, and let 
you all think for me. 

—iElflaed of Duckford [Outlands] 

I take my Oath of Fealty very seriously. On the 
light side, my Lady and I are starting (finally) to send a Scroll 
of Fealty to each investiture as a sign of our continued 
Obedience to our Oaths. 

M° re seriously I promised, when made a Pelican (AS XIX) 
to speak and be silent, to do and let be, to come and to go to 
strike and to spare, in all matters as concern the Kingdom’on 
my honour...” To me this implies that if I see a situation that 
I believe needs changing, and I do not act to try and change it 
(after finding out if it needs changing), then I am in breach of 
my Uath. 

This, of course, means that some people see me as a sticky 
beak, poking my nose into where it does not belong. I have 
got myself m deep problems with some people, who have mis¬ 
construed my motives, over this. One incident appears to have 
been largely healed only in the last month that hasfestered for 
three years and nearly resulted in my leaving the SCA. The 
mam actors understood my motives and had no trouble with 

them b ?£ 0therS not and have onl y J ust come to accept 
them. This means I am now free to resume some friendships. 

However my point is that if it is an occurrence in the Kingdom 

IT ?? y 18 Sworn ’ ^ k is m V business to act Sd I 
would be shirking not to. 

—Hrolf Herjolfssen [West (Lochac)] 


nrrfi! (and °P tionall y new members of the 

22S itisr 1 ff*"! swear *“•* wlK " U*y are 

L Kingdom of ihe West.” Oaths of 

tealty (to xyz and zyx, your undoubted King and Queen”) are 
required at Coronations from a) landed barons and baronesses b) 
die prince and princess of each principality, and^the ^’ea 
officers of state-and if one of them can’t attend the ironS 

10 “ nVey their feaUy “ at the time. ' 
Kl ” . eaity are usual (also “to xyz, your undoubted 
King ) from knights at the beginning of each reign, but not 
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absolutely required. Someone who routinely did not swear 
fealty might be advised to consider becoming a Master of 
Arms, but someone who simply did not swear fealty to one 
particular monarch would likely not get any comment. Since 
the oaths of fealty at coronations are generally done en masse 
the opuon of customizing the oath is more theoretical than 

—William the Lucky [West] 

I was shocked by Tivar’s description of knights 
wearing their chains on their belts because they did not want to 
be in fealty to a particular king. Sounds to me like what they 
were frying to do was insult him. Not particularly chivalrous 
behavior—it would have been better to leave the chain at home 
or maybe just leave themselves at home. I believe that knight 
by definition of what they hold their order to be, and territorial 
barons and baronesses by the fact that they hold their land at the 
King/Queen s pleasure (at least here in Atlantia) should swear 
fealty. I personally believe that all other peers should swear 
l f cause u 1S 1,16 right thing for a peer to do. No one 
should have to swear a scripted fealty and I don’t really think 
realty oaths should be a part of court (talk about boring!) but 
the monarchs should provide a place, like sitting in stare where 
peers should express, in whatever way they are comfortable, 
their continued desire to participate as peers of the realm in 
whatever way they do best 

—Siobhan O’Riordain [Atlantia] 

Fealty is defined by an edict of Charlemagne (c. 800). It 
says that a lord abrogates fealty by sleeping with his vassal’s 
wife and by denigrating his vassal.” I maintain that denigrat¬ 
ing a vassal can be defined by kingdom and function as a check 
on absolutism. Keep in mind tiiat the king in this case is not 
ing over peasants, but nobility and gentry who historically 

m^h r Sh L to K a , their kin gdoms. We also might have 
much less trouble if barons kept this in mind too. 

—Charles of Dublin [Caid] 1 

Tite Due#/*! 

I used to like and use the phrase The Dream when I 

oivnim ° f The . D P am ™- 1 ^ught it meant that we all had 1 
our own dream and the tie that bound us was that we wanted 

more than mundane life has to offer. Then I overheard peoSe 
arguing about whose vision of the dream was the best I hatenT 
used the term smce, but in my head it’s still the tie that binds. 

—Andreas Hak [East] 

This concerns “The Dream” and “Are PeoDle in the spa 
Better than Mundanes.” Well...I decided to fight in Crown 21 

of^ *ho W h n, .? UC f t0 my surprise ’ but not to the members 
of my household who said I still had enough age-earned 
cunning to win. Anyway, my Lady, myself, Jd two fifa* 
decided to visit a local barony and check out their site for 
Coronation. On the way, the van we were in blew a tire 
squire with us whose van it was had never had a tire blow and 


1 Charles of Dublin is a knight and a master of the laurel. 
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the spare was rusted to the device that holds it to the rear of the 
van. An elderly gentleman in a tee shirt (this was Mississippi) 
stopped and went to get a tool to get the tire off the van. When 
he got back, the tool he’d gotten was still not sufficient to free 
the spare from the holding thingee. He took the van’s owner 
back into town with the entire tire-holding device to see if the 
service station could get the spare off. My squire and this nice 
man returned and the spare was now loose. The van was over¬ 
loaded so this stranger used his own jack to help lift the van. 
The tire was changed, but the stranger’s jack got bent in the 
process. As we were loading to leave he said his wife was a. 
nurse, and they had 14 foster children. He wouldn’t take money 
for the two hours of time he’d spent with us or for the bent 
jack. He said maybe we would get a chance to help him or 
someone else in the future. He was the nicest person I have 
ever seen. He wouldn’t even give his name. There are many 
wonderful people in the Society, but we do not have the patent 
on wonderful. I could only think of all the times I have driven 
past people who looked like they needed help, but I was too 
nervous, or scared, or in a hurry to assist. Thank goodness that 
stranger wasn’t Of course, the month before, two friends in the 
SCA put us up in their home and gave us their time and help 
when the tire came off our own car coming back from 
Coronation. They saved us, too. I don’t believe the 
“DREAM” lives in an organization. It lives in some people’s 
heart and soul. 

—John the Bearkiller [Meridies] 

One morning after a big snow, Gunwaldt, our two little 
boys and I were on the way to coronation in Pueblo, Colorado 
and our VW Jetta spun off the road. It was like a tilt-a-whirl. 
We didn’t roll, but the car was stuck in bumper-deep snow. 
Everyone was seatbelted, nobody was hurt, the kids weren’t 
even crying, and we had food, water and toys. We put a banner 
on the trunk, and Gunwaldt set out to hitchhike to get a tow- 
truck, and got a ride immediately. The first car to stop after 
that was Mistress Kathryn and Sir Bertrand. I did a very 
Pelican thing—I had a ceremony or some paperwork or other 
that was needed at the event, so I tromped through the snow to 
give it to them to take on ahead, and said for them to tell 
people we were okay but would be late. In the forty-five 
minutes we were there, five cars of people we knew (people on 
the way to coronation) and seven cars of people we didn’t know 
stopped to offer assistance. 

—Elflasd of Duckford [Outlands] 

Duke John the Bearkiller is a man after my own heart, 
and I’m proud to have made his day. What’s even funnier is 
that in addition to almost barfing every time I hear the phrase 
“The Dream,” seeing “Yours in Service to The Dream” (insert 
hearts and turtledoves here) give me hairballs—so I nearly split 
my sides laughing when I read in issue #9 how His Grace 
closed his letter to you! Garth and I would love to meet him. 
That aside, the reason I so thoroughly detest “The Dream” is 
because I am outraged by it. When I think of the times which 
make the SCA something special to me—the full moon rising 
over the camp after a long day, the sound of a harp on the wind, 
the touch of the King’s hands on mine as he elevated me to the 
Peerage, the pride in my heart as the Sword of State touched 


my husband thrice, and so many other times and places and 
people who moved me to laughter or tears—I could talk for a 
solid hour and still not get across all that the SCA has meant 
to me—when I see all of this complexity reduced down into a 
trite, catchy phrase that sounds like it came right out of some 
goddamned, slick Hollywood-esque advertising campaign, it 
makes me so revolted that—that—well, excuse me while I barf. 
Why the hell can’t people say what they mean and express 
themselves, rather than taking refuge in cutesy little 20th- 
Century-style catch-words? The Crown can’t seem to bestir 
themselves to say, “It would be nice if people would be a little 
more courteous and chivalrous to each other—events would be 
much more fun.” It’s “Please join us in the nurture of The 
Dream.” It’s like an overdose of cotton candy. Gnr! Snarl!! 

—Tatiana Nokolaevna Tumanova [West] 

Well, if you intend to kill the only term we have in use 
for the concept which you could describe poetically for an hour, 
then you need to suggest an alternative. What irritates you as 
sounding like an advertising campaign is just the name for a 
larger idea which is difficult to summarize. People are usually 
happy with terms which were “invented” before they were bom, 
figuring they’re as old as hills, stones, and other prehistoric 
words. Anything invented right before our eyes seems 
contrived—because we witnessed it being contrived, literally. 
Language is all about using a short term instead of five or 
thirty five words. 

I’m sorry to be defending “the dream,” and I don’t use it my¬ 
self, but not everyone can write as well as this crowd here, and 
fewer can make eloquent speeches (I can’t). Tatiana has words 
and ideas to spare, and can use the reflexive “bestir them¬ 
selves.” 1 Some other people may be being as descriptive as 
they can be to say “the dream.” Some who are able to describe 
a thing into technicolor, four-dimensional glory like and use 
“the dream” too. To Tatiana it’s cotton candy and she has a 
sensitive barf-reflex. Some people like cotton candy. 2 

—.El Used of Duckford [Outlands] 

OTr^enTiciT? 

Holy Toledo! I have, at one time or the other, worn, used, 
written, sung, bought, displayed, and enjoyed all the things 
everyone mentioned they disliked in the authenticity section of 
#10. My Lady and friends try to lead me down the right side of 
authenticity but, as they say, my taste is all in my mouth. 
Duke Merowald and Duke Cariadoc are two people I hold in high 
esteem and for their sake I will continue to strive to control my 
tendency toward tackiness. (I make no promises, however.) 

—John the Bearkiller [Meridies] 

In general, I agree with his grace Cariadoc’s 
sentiment regarding the options available to members who find 


1 Issue #3, page 12, ^Edward of Glastonburh used “bestirred themselves..and I put in 
a footnote that I took out because I didn’t want to embarrass him. It said, “I love a man 
who uses archaic reflexives.” 

2 I took two little nieces to the zoo in the mid-70’s. They were hippie kids who had 
been raised in the country, in a sugar-free environment. The younger one acted nervous 
from time to time, and finally pointed at someone eating cotton candy and asked me 
softy, “Why are those people eating toilet paper?” I did the only educationally 
appropriate thing, and bought her some. The three of us together didn’t finish it. 
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the generally low level of authenticity distressing. In addition to 
the three ways he cites of responding—quitting, legislating 
change, and enjoying only the good parts—I would stress the 
ability, and responsibility, of people to encourage change 
through their own example. 

I believe that example and reputation (which could easily be 
called renown) are the primary tools we have to create real 
change. 

When new people are drawn to the Society, it is rarely to 
learn about the Middle Ages. In general, I think they are drawn 
to the excitement of fighting, to. the fantasy (and this in part 
may explain the persistence of the “bunny fur” elements), to the 
sheer romance of it all. This is the same romance you find in 
Tennyson, White, and even Chretien de Troyes. Because this is 
the spark that draws many diverse kinds of people, giving us our 
main strength, there will always be an element of fantasy. 

The key, however, is that by laying down our own example 
of how things should be done, we can influence others more 
positively than through legislation. If you try to legislate it, 
you get rules-lawyering in response, which destroys the intent. 
However, by setting out to show how compelling “doing it 
right” can be, you will affect these new people as they refine 
their eye and their knowledge. As a peer, I believe this to be the 
primary responsibility of all peers—they should already have 
been doing it when they were formally recognized but now have 
an increased responsibility to bear. 

There is a certain elan to a knightly combatant equipped with 
authentic elegance and detail. If his prowess is also such that he 
draws attention to his actions, he has a double draw which 
should stand out over the more “sport-minded.” Period tourna¬ 
ments can be sponsored by anyone, and through them more 
authenticity can be communicated. 

—Brion Thombird Ap Rhys [West] 1 

I was invited to a Rosh Hashana feast a couple of years 
ago, and we had been asked to prepare a tale or song which 
represented rebirth or the new year in our persona’s culture. 
Well, I did my homework, and wrote out the words to the song 
I was planning to sing in a fancy little book, and I could have 
defended the choice and discussed its significance had I been 
called upon by my hosts (or a panel of Laurels) to do so. As it 
turned out, though, we spent much of our time telling cat 
stories—funny things our cats had done, or the most interesting 
cats we had ever owned, and what their names were, and what 
happened to them. We never got to the recitations. 
Somewhere along in there it crossed my mind that our discus¬ 
sion seemed infinitely more “period” and appropriate than a 
formal exchange of persona-stuff would have been. Anyone 
who has ever had cats has told cat stories. 

—-iOflasd of Duckford [Outlands] 


‘ Thombird is a Laurel and a Knight (in that order) who started in the 

Middle Kingdom (Barony of Caer Anterth Mawr, Milwaukee) and moved to Caid (where 
he was made a peer and won a crown tournament) and now lives in the West. As Brian 
Pnce, he is a mild-mannered International Relations analyst, with a BA in political 
science and economics from UCLA. He’s an armorer who supplies some mundane 
collectors as well as some SCA folk, and is the author of the Book of the Tournament 
and is involved, too, with a new journal called Chronique, the Journal of Chivalry. 


BKHHY-Hm BItWUjS 

Assuming the person wearing the bikini is reasonably 
decorative, and that it is an out-door event and that the w eath er 
in conducive, I don’t mind them too much. We have an event 
in Ansteorra called Barbarian Invitational, usually held on 4th 
of July weekend, where such garb is pretty much expected; this 
lets everybody get it out of their system for the year, and we 
don’t have too many people who wear such things the rest of 
the time. Granted that a bikini is a bit extreme, most of the 
U.S. is well south of most of Europe, and some adaptation in 
garb is necessary. I m certainly not going to wear three layers 
of wool to an outdoor coronation in Texas in mid-July. 

I’ve seen the folks in pseudo-barbarian garb at Pennsic, and 
yes, it is jarring, but not nearly as much as the people there 
last year in 18th century pirate garb. 

—Tivar Moondragon [Ansteorra] 

I was last at Pennsic for a gathering of Kingdom 
Seneschals about three or four years ago. We were meeting in a 
large pavilion in Mistress Myna’s camp, gathered around several 
picnic tables, with the doors tied open for ventilation. Hilar y 
had stepped out for a moment, but the conversation went on. I 
said something, then realized that everyone was looking disap¬ 
provingly in my direction. After a moment’s panic and embar¬ 
rassment, I managed to learn that, visible through the open door 
behind me, a fur-bikini-clad young.lady had passed, being led on 
a leash by a male barbarian-type. I looked curiously after them 
(“gosh. Marge, there’s somp’n ya don’t see ever day!”), but they 
had passed out of sight. I remarked to Duchess Lachlin, sitting 
beside me, that “We don’t get those in Ansteorra...” She said, 
Or the West.” “...so I have to come to Pennsic to get my 
fix, I finished. Seriously, I would not care to see these at every 
event, but except rarely, they don’t take center s tage. 

—Galen of Bristol [Ansteorra] 

We don’t see it every day, but the people you saw were 
quite likely from my own home barony. For over ten years 
we ve lived with the spector of young women on leashes. 

[ Crimson Slaves” is the proper term; “bunny-fur girls” is the 
common description.] It waxes and wanes, they go from 
staying ‘on the hill” to coming down and mingling with the 
rest. The reason they might feel more comfortable parading 
around at Pennsic is that the founder of this subculture got his 
inspiration from the Tuchux, came home and tried to do w hat 
they were doing. 

Tivar mentions reasonably decorative” and I will say this, 
at the risk of being politically incorrect: At least the bunny- 
fur-girls in al-Barran would make good bedroom posters. After 
having decided the whole thing was disgusting, I went to a 
Pennsic War and saw women in fur bikinis who were not at all 
decorative. Many rabbits died (or much larger animals). When 
I got home I thought that at least if I had to look at fur bikinis, 

I was glad for it to be no more than three or four pelts per 
person. 

Still I would rather that everyone who came to an event was 
wearing something which would have been worn to a feast or 
tournament in medieval Europe. I would like to believe that’s 
not asking too much. 

—jElflaed of Duckford [Outlands] 
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To Tivar Moondragon: In a really civilized community, it 
is not necessary to be armed to the teeth in order to be safe. 
Anyone who feels he must do so to attend an SCA meeting in 
my house is implying that all of my neighbours are dangerous 
criminals and that the local police are incapable of handling 
them. 

A man who walks into my house wearing a gun isn’t 
saying that he’ll defend the home as if it were his own. He is 
taking possession and saying that it is his own. 

I would further like to point out that the “guests” that found 
it so necessary to wear knives into my house put deep gouges 
in two antique chairs, and their sense of chivalry did not extend 
so far as to leap to my defense later on with sandpaper and 
varnish. 

In any case: if I am somehow brave enough to walk right 
down Astor Street, totally unarmed, and with my helpless six 
year old to accompany me, what are these big brawny 
“barbarian” types so afraid of? 

—Nige of the Cleftlands [East] 

Typical Meridian camping event (subgroup—cabins): 1 
Sites with cabins range in size from sleeping 40 to sleeping 
some 350. Here in Georgia, when we work with the State Park 
System, the fee is $3 per person per night. A new parking fee 
of $2 per vehicle is usually good for the weekend (and was 
designed to pump a little revenuejnto the sagging Dept, of 
Natural Resources). For an extra $4 to $6, we provide break¬ 
fast and a full-blown feast on Saturday, and breakfast on 
Sunday. Thus, for a base of $10 to $12, we put folks up for 
two nights and give them three meals (Saturday lunch is 
usually devoted to some sort of fundraiser.) Sleeping accom¬ 
modations range from the tidy to the pretty abysmal. You may 
have a private room (if you are high enough on the food chain, 
or know the right people), or you may find yourself in a dorm- 
type room with a dozen or more Sir Snores-Alots. Usually, 
dorm rooms for 20 or so alternate with cabins for 4-8. In Bryn 
Madoc, our chief site is rated for 120 capacity; some years 
back, we overtaxed the plumbing with an event that drew 
289...and the main lines revolted. We can pretty comfortably 
handle up to about 180 on the site...of course we get a fair 
number of daytrippers from nearby Metro Atlanta. 

In Meridies, folks have been known to travel in many styles 
to and from events—everything from my “one tote-bag holds 
all” approach when I’m going it alone (which Margala, by the 
way, absolutely abhors), to the rolling ambience achieved by 
those such as the gentle who tools from event to event in an 
old panel truck which has had the outside painted to resemble 
grey stonework...the thing looks like an oblong Norman keep 
on wheels (when it’s running). 

Amongst those who like their period creature comforts, 
some of the more elaborate trappings include: Wall hangings 


* This description was solicited by the editor, who has dreamed dreams of tales of 
events with cabins! 


in period fabrics (these can also serve as room dividers in 
environs which might otherwise be a bit more public). These 
hangings are occasionally hand-painted, and, in a couple of 
cases, part of an overall heraldic display in which the arms and 
achievements of either an individual or a household impact 
fully on the livery of display where the person has set up 
housekeeping for the weekend. Thus, directors’ chairs are 
decked in the livery and device of the owner, cooler covers are 
devised to hide the necessary mundanity of the ice chest, camp 
tables, and other portable furniture are embellished with the 
chief charge of a household, and certain gentles have taken the 
variety of heraldic display to its greatest extent, replete with 
standards, banners, pennons, pennoncels, and the like. 

This is certainly not uniform yet in Meridies, but more and 
more common with each passing event. 

—/Edward of Glastonburh [Meridies] 

The last thing I did before leaving for Grand Outlandish 
was to fill up 15 of the plastic gallon milk bottles I’d been 
saving. We already had eight gallons at the site in 
“storebought” containers, but with enough extra water we can 
consider luxuries, like rinsing dishes twice, or washing bodies 
(although that’s pretty decadent—it’s easier just to drive 15 
miles back to town and take a shower). 

This year it was really humid. Earl Dafydd, who had been 
home in Atlantia just three days before, kept saying “This isn’t 
humidity!” but we ignored him because he was a foreigner. 
This is how humid it was at Outlandish this yean A tray of 
food stayed out for nearly an hour, and the bread was not dried 
out and the fruit and cheese weren’t dusty. It was still edible! 
We usually have about a fifteen or twenty minute limit on 
uncovered food (or two seconds in a sandstorm). It actually 
rained every day at Outlandish, not hard enough to make us 
stop doing anything, but.hard enough to keep the dust down. 
This is a great luxury in a land so dusty that people will 
actually pay money for a truck to come and sprinkle water on a 
dirt road 

The only mildew on our tent came from TYC and TFYC. 

Send your Local Camping Tales to ThinkWell and we will 
amaze each other with everyday details. 

—/Elflaed of Duckford (2/3 of the way down the Oudands, 

where directional indicators other than “east and west” are not to be mentioned; 
suffice it to say that the upper parts of the Outlands don’t have this dust problem.) 

I recently returned from an interkingdom event in 
which I left my kingdom. I followed my king right straight 
into the gates of hell. There were some problems which I feel 
could have been prevented or solved with a little thought and 
more support Having autocratted several large events over the 
last ten years, including Grand Outlandish twice, I feel qualified 
to offer some constructive criticism and helpful suggestions to 
help some of you to successfully run any event. 

1. If you don’t have a copy of Elflasd’s Bright Ideas, get one. 
It will really help to keep you from “reinventing the wheel.” 

2. If you don’t have access to this book now, here are some 
things you should consider before autocratting any event: 

A. Your site: does it provide enough space? shade? Do you 
need to provide shade, water, toilets? Can people find it easily? 
How far is it to a medical facility? Do you have sufficient first 
aid equipment and personnel? How far to food and other 
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stores? Should you provide a place to take trash? Should you 
designate a separate parking area (and mark it so people know 
where and how to park in it)? 

B. Planning and advertising: How long do you need to plan 
the event? Do you want large numbers of people? Do you 
want merchants, entertainment, or feasts? What sort of activi¬ 
ties are you scheduling—fighting? bardic? archery? When do 
they start? Should you plan activities for every day the event is 
open? Who is your reliable labor force? How many can you 
expect to have volunteer at the event? Should you tell people 
what facilities they can expect on what days? How much is all 
this going to cost? How much do you have to spend? Is your 
site fee reasonable? What de the people get for their money? 

Geeeezee! I coaid go on and on. I guess what I truly want 
to say is think about who is coming to your event—PEOPLE. 
You should treat them with, every courtesy that you would ex¬ 
pect yourself at an event Actually, you should try and treat 
them better. They usually have travelled many miles and spent 
lots of money to support yotsr efforts. They/We want to be 
entertained! Communication is most important to make all 
events successful—communication which comes too late or is 
too vague is not good communication. 

Any one else have suggestions? What makes your events 
fun (and well organized)? 

—Susan the Midwife [Outlands] 

[—aelflaED’s note: Susan’s questions are not idly asked. Without 
naming the kingdom in question, I would like to point out that out 
kingdom nearly didn’t participate at all because of the near-total 
lack of early communication, no map, etc., and the people who did 
attend were so irritated that they might never go back. I’ve heard 
more accounts than Susan’s. Some complaints of note were: a $15 
site feet, followed by the brag that the site had cost nothing; a 
broken leg and no first aid equipment to deal with it [at a war!]; bad 
treatment of an asthma attack (leaving the person lying in the dust 
in the hot desert sun and applying a wet cloth isn’t enough); and a 
bad attitude toward guests who asked questions or offered to help. 
Those don’t even touch on fighters’ complaints. 

Here’s an unsolicited quote from a person in the kingdom in 
question: “It’s gotten so boring here—nobody does anything 
different, inventive, new or spontaneous. They’ve gotten to where 
they make peers because they make peers...”] 

The other day, a friend of mine pointed out that the 
Calontir calendar has over thirty weekends occupied by 
“traditional” or annual events, including Crown Tourneys and 
Coronations. I laughed. Are we starved for tradition, or too 
lazy to instigate change? 

--Istvan Kostka [Calontir] 

“Tfte GOOD OLD D#YjS” 

I miss when there were unclaimed areas and the first 
group in some places would get to choose which neighboring 
kingdom to join, but it was pretty exciting, too, when there 
was finally a group in every state of the U.S. 

—Ailflasd of Duckford [Outlands] 

I kind of miss the old “Us Against the World—We’re All 
Weirdos Together” subculture in the proverbial old days, not 
because of the siege mentality, but because of the more laid 
back, less bureaucratic attitude when we were a far smaller 


organization. It drives me berserk that we spend more time 
worrying about possible litigation in forming our kingdom 
laws and policy (and the accompanying meetings and phone 
calls ad nauseam) than we do in actually living and re-creating 
the Middle Ages in the Society... 

—Mistress Hollyn of Kestrelmere [Trimaris] * 1 * * * * 

entiOTciDG 

aujd tt)€ idea 

Cariadoc finds “only a knight can create a knight” to be 
good poetry. Perhaps it is. but it makes for lousy theater, and 
the magic of the moment is more closely tied to the ceremony 
than to the poetic concept. Bad law; good poetry; bad theater— 
makes a bad balance. 

—William the Lucky [West] 

In Meridies, the Kingdom A&S office runs our yearly 
Aits and Sciences competition. The Laurels make some contri¬ 
bution, but the event itself is done pretty much by that office. 
True, though, most local A&S officers are mainly report-filers 
who pass up to kingdom level what is being done locally in the 
arts. But there are good functioning local officers out there. 
I’ve seen them! In our barony two meetings out of every five 
are teaching meetings and classes. This is run by the local A&S 
person. I also know a past Society A&S officer who investi¬ 
gated alternative materials for rattan. So the office does have a 
purpose, near as I can see. 

—John the Bearidller [Meridies] 

Okay, I’ll admit that arts officers don’t always serve as 
well as they could. It seems to me that most are cheerleaders 
chanting, “Art/sci is coming, enter, enter, rah rah rah!” 
However, I know a few who have taken their duties seriously. 
These gentles are a great resource for members seeking informa¬ 
tion or teachers on a specific subject. Maybe the others don’t 
understand how to better perform the duties of their office. 
Perhaps they will listen to some gentle, genteel, constructive 
criticism. 

—Elfwyn de Barfleur [Trimaris] 


1 Mistress Hollyn is a Laurel (for illumination, painting and graphics services), and a 
member of the Orders of the Triskdle Trimaris (service), Velvet Owl (Meridies arts). 
Silver Trident (Trimaris aits), and the Cross & Serpent (An Crosaiie baronial order)! 
“By way of introduction, I’m now into my 14th year in the Society - ! joined when I was 
a freshman at Univ. of Florida when Meridies was still a part of Atenveldt. I’ve taken at 
least two quasi-sabbaticals from the SCA to pursue and shore up my career interests, but 

I keep coming back. I met my Significant Other, Sir Ropesle de Sylveastan (Robert 

Carr).. .He was one of Merowald’s squires, as I was one of his apprentices, and Ropesle is 

also Merowald’s Heir to Anns in the Society - the only one that we know of because the 

Laurel Queen of Arms closed the door on that little bit of heraldic manipulation because 
it was way too cool. I’m sure. My persona is basically late 12th c. English - 1 broke away 
from the Sylveastan time period of c. 1310 C.E. (Edward I~the cool king...) after I got 
tired of the medieval baglady look of the early 14th and discovered bliauts. Besides...I 
really love that particular period of history. 

“Ropesle and I helped to found the Shire of the Storm (Clearwater, FL) with some 
other folk back in 1985, and a right nifty little shire it is. Ropesle and I and most of the 
others in Storm have campaigned to be the coolest, largest, most congenial, most peer 
heavy (but never heavy-handed!), aits-oriented shire we could possibly be (without 
screwing it up so far). 

“Mundanely, I’m a freelance graphic designer and illustrator, a corporate trainer for 
desktop graphic design on high-end Macintosh systems, and a storyboard artist for the 
feature film and television industry. I work out of my home studio on a Mac Esi system. 
I’m also hoping to get into illustrating children’s books, not to mention the merchantins' I 
do in the Society on the side.” & 


Page 10 


TftfDfltCfelLL 


Issue #11 






ItfHGjSMP 

What do we want from our Kings and Queens... 

Definitely good theater. I wish I could have experienced Gyrth 
and Melisande’s non-court (discussed in ThinkWell #9). I want 
something that feels a little less staged—maybe even (GASP!) a 
little more medieval. Sitting in state works for me too—there 
has generally been a line of people waiting whenever I’ve seen 
monarchs do it. It gives everyone a chance to pay respects and it 
makes the royalty look important sitting there receiving it 

Important is something I want the royalty to be and act. I 
want them to appoint persons to attend them and use those 
attendants. I want to see high table served (including cutting the 
meat and putting it on their plates), I want recognition to 
happen outside of court as they move among their people 
bestowing their grace and presence among us (even if the herald 
does the talking—isn't that what they’re for?), I want to feel like 
I need to keep track of what the king and queen are up to so that 
I don’t miss anything, and I want it planned just enough so that 
it feels spontaneous. I don’t particularly want pomposity but I 
do want to be able to believe that these people are monarchs. 
Yes, there is the potential for ego problems—but we have that 
now. If I have to deal with the ego I want the pageantry to go 
with it. 

There was a fireside discussion of the general lack of courtesy 
given to the royalty, the royal presence, etc. at a recent event. 
However, I find it difficult to remember to treat with due rever¬ 
ence the monarch who carried a chair up to the tourney field or 
sent the retainers off to enjoy themselves and then did their own 
fetch and carry through the battle (well tried to, but I wouldn t 
let her). I think kings and queens should do a little less for 
themselves sometimes and let others do more. This might be 
hard on retainers but there are an awful lot of underlings out 
there who will do some big-time fetch and carry for the opportu¬ 
nity to stand behind the thrones and bask in the reflected 
importance. 

—Siobhan O’Riordain [Atlantia] 

I have to wonder about some of the writers who say they 
want to be King/Queen. Would you REALLY want to pay 
thousands of dollars to have people stare at you and talk about 
you for a year? Having worked closely with several reigns. I’ve 
seen the negative parts of it, too. So many people only see the 
glory of the Crown. If more people saw the expense in time, 
effort and money, if they realized what it was like to be the puck 
in a game of Crown-bashing or how often you are damned if you 
do & damned if you don’t, there would be fewer people wanting 
the Crown. If the thought of being King doesn’t terrify you, 
you haven’t thought enough about being King. 

—Garlanda de StanastMiddle] 1 

I know exactly where Dafydd ap Gwystl is coming from. 
When I first started taking cadets, I had to learn to deal with 


1 “Garlanda de S tanas started out as an early Saxon, because T-dresses were the only 
thing I could sew. I am now comfortably ensconced in the 1400’s, having discovered 
that a sideless surcoal hides a lot of crooked seams. I spend most of my time doing 
service stuff, and have a variety of alphabet soup after my name. I adore field heraldry, 
think running lists is fun, and in general would rather Do Something than sit around and 
watch. Outside of the SCA, I work for the government, but claim to be a real person 
anyway.” 


people who wanted to act as my servants, some of whom were 
women. I’d never had to deal with servants, and one who is 
already a friend makes it even stranger. Letting a lady carry 
something for me makes it stranger still. I don’t ever want to 
be king, so at least I don’t have to deal with it too publicly. 

—Tivar Moondragon [Ansteorra] 

Part 1: What Lucky said. 

Part 2: I have distilled my own experience on the throne into a 
boring series of bromides: 

1. The crown is a crucible; what goes in strong comes out 
stronger, what goes in flawed comes out broken. 

2. Any event you have to be at will probably not be fun. Any 
event where your appearance is a surprise will be a hoot 

3. Smaller events are more fun than larger events. 

4. The king’s job is to make sure everyone else has fun, not 
vice-versa. 

5. “Please send us a letter” is as valuable as “We’ll take it under 

advisement.” 

And as always, 

6. The SCA is not real life. 

—Gyrth Oldcastle [Atlantia] 

Conor, I’d say you’re heading in the right direction. At 
least you’re thinking about these things before the fact, rather 
than after. I have now viewed court from every angle but one—I 
have sat in the audience; I have stood behind the thrones; I have 
stood at the right hand of the King, Prince, and I have sat in the 
right-hand throne as Princess. I will never get to sit in the left- 
hand throne, as I value my tender pink person far too much to 
take up a stick. I had had lots of experience in the first three 
places before I got to the fourth one, and was glad of it, as it’s 
not an easy thing to come into, cold. The best rule of thumb I 
think anyone could give you is this: while you may not know 
how to behave as royalty, you ought to have a good idea of how 
royalty ought not to behave. 

Unlike some, whose good sense flew out the window the 
second their behinds settled into that fancy chair, I remembered 
everything I had ever seen royalty do which I hated, and vowed 
not to do any of them. Therefore, I sat up straight on my 
throne, although I dearly love to slouch like a sack of dead mice. 
I kept my hands in my lap or on the arms of my chair, and never 
crossed my legs, except at the ankles. I smiled a lot, especially 
at people I didn’t know. I was polite all the time (a real killer- 
six months of that almost finished me off). Garth insisted that 
at least once during the day, we make a complete circuit of the 
camp or hall, making a special effort to speak to those who were 
not acquainted with us, even if it was just an inclination of the 
head, a smile, and a “Good day!” We would pause before a 
pavilion of people we didn’t know and compliment them on 
something; this almost always got a conversation going when 
the people were usually too shy to talk to royalty. We always 
wore clean clothes (not always fancy clothes, as I’m not a good 
seamstress and I refused to put others to work making glitzy 
garb for us), took pains to be neady groomed, and minded our 
posture. We made every attempt to avoid any appearances of 
favoritism, staying open to approach by every faction and group 
within the principality, even those which we didn’t personally 
care for, because royalty should be a unifying influence, not a 
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divisive one. We went to as many small events as we could 
cram into our calendar, and got up into every comer of the prin¬ 
cipality. While we didn’t visit every group, we went to special 
pains to try to get to the outlying areas that rarely got visited. 

Something neat to see done from the throne...That depends 
on the person and the occasion. A fighter once told me that 
when he was in the Crown Lists and the herald called upon him 
to “salute the Crown,” 1 it always annoyed him that the Crown 
never seemed to notice whether he was alive or not Ditto for 
the Coronet Lists. Therefore, at the Coronet Lists, I made every 
attempt to keep my ears open for “salute the Coronet,” where¬ 
upon I smiled and lifted my hand to acknowledge the salutation. 
I wasn’t able to catch every one (there being four fields going), 
but I caught most of them and it was amazing what a nice 
impression it made on the fighters. I also had my Princess’s 
Champion fight challenges for roses, which the Prince 
provided—if my Champion won, the other fighter had to per¬ 
form a service for me—but if the challenger won, he got to take 
a rose to his lady and my Champion had to perform a service for 
that lady. We tried to comport ourselves as royalty, yet we were 
not afraid to laugh and had some good bits done at our courts. 

“How can you have fun as King and Queen?” There’s a 
really good misconception. In my opinion, you can have fun, 
or you can be king—but the two are not synonymous. That’s 
because being royalty—and doing the job well—is a duty, and 
duty and fun rarely (in my opinion) mix well. If you’re not in¬ 
terested in performing your duty then being Royalty can be a 
real hoot You don’t have to go anywhere, do anything, or talk 
to anybody outside of the minimum required by kingdom law. 
You may have noticed by now that royalty who behave that way 
are not held in very high esteem. They are often the butt of 
jokes—unkind jokes, at that. Garth and I had a pretty good 
reign as prince and princess, according to (fairly) unbiased 
reports. To me it was sheer drudgery from start to finish—the 
few perks I received as princess did not make up for the inconve¬ 
nience of being on display every minute and the sheer time and 
energy I had to invest in the office. The only thing that made it 
worthwhile to me was to see my husband best the field and 
become prince, and he was a very good prince. It was good of 
him to make me a princess and I’ve asked him not to do that 
again. Queen, maybe—because it’s for four months instead of 
six. And I’ll hate every minute of being queen, because I’ll kill 
myself trying to do the job right. I’ll probably enjoy having 
been queen far more than I will enjoy actually being a queen. 

To keep your honor intact —think before von art That 
sounds so simple, doesn’t it? Most of what really annoys 
people about royalty is that they simply don’t think about where 
the consequences of a decision will lead them, and they value the 
romantic ideal over what’s practical. Let’s have a Grand March 
at our coronation, the Crown Princess will say—not even think¬ 
ing that the coronation is in August, the hottest part of the year. 
So there the populace stands for the greater part of four hours, 
passing out from heat exhaustion while the royalty sits in the 


During our Crown Lists, the herald recites the following liuny: “My lords and ladies, 
in this, the _th round of the Crown Lists, here do meet in single and honorable combat 

- and -• Gentles, salute the Crown (fighter, marshals, and herald all bow deeply to 

the thrones, occupied or not); you may salute the one whose favor you bear (fighters 
salute their lady/lord); now salute you each the other. On your honor, and for the 
Crown of the West, lay on!” 


shade and has everybody parade in front of them. I want to have 
court, the King will say—when it’s almost dusk and people 
want to go to their dinners. It never hurts to put yourself in the 
place of the populace and ask yourself, "Would I like this if the 
king subjected me to it?” 

As to your honor, that’s in your hands and no one else’s. 
Guard it carefully, because while every encounter you make, 
both on the field and off, is an opportunity to gamer more 
honor, it can all be lost in an eyeblink. And that’s a sad t hing 
to see. 

—Tatiana Nokolaevna Tumanova [West] 

I’ve been princess and queen both, and I’d like to point out 
The Big Difference: kings and queens decide on peerage. If you 
thought you didn’t have fun as princess, you ain’t seen nothin’ 
yet Finding out, briefly, what’s going on in a circle you’re 
not ordinarily part of, through a window which opens for you 
and slams shut at the end of your reign, is fascinating but not 
comfortable. A couple of years after the reign, feeling pretty 
awful in retrospect about a peer we made, I talked to Duke 
Christopher of Hoghton. He told me that at the time we did 
what seemed, then, to be good and reasonable and we shouldn’t 
feel guilty for haying done the best thing at the time. In one of 
Christopher s reigns he solved the problem by making zero 
peers, which he thought was the best thing at the time. Most 
people can put that whole subject out of their minds if they 
want to. The king and queen have to think about it every day 
during the reign, and probably for a couple of months before, 
and most likely for a few years after. 

I expect ihatThinkWell readers have the means to be “new 
improved” kings and queens. Some readers are trying it out 
right about now! 

—JElilxd of Duckford [Outlands] 

I’m selling back issues of T.I. for $4 and $6 (depending on 
whether the issue is still available from the SCA stock clerk or 
not). Proceeds will be put directly toward printing and postage 
ofThinkWell. The price may go up after August. Please write 
for a list of issues available, or ask a ThinkWell subscriber. 

and now that the formatting can continue more smoothly... 

FOUST I7VIF]E\e33IOn3 
a nets BOToness 

Needham and I were invested as Baron and Baroness of al- 
Barran about two months ago. ^Elflaed asked if we would write 
and give our first impressions of our new positions. I’ll let 
Needham speak for himself. As for me, maybe a little back¬ 
ground information about myself will give some insight as to 
where I may be coming from. 

Before joining the SCA I was very involved with “the 
theatre” and with being a mother of two small children. I partic¬ 
ipated in community theatre in a lot of different ways. I did a 
great deal of backstage work while I was pregnant and nursing 
my kids. Needham was the local “theatre King-Pin” so it put 
me in a position to be his right-hand man (woman). I sold 
advertising, painted sets, made costumes, and whatever else was 
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necessary. I acted in many productions as well. That experience 
introduced us to many different types of people and many 
different personalities. 

When we did start attending SCA functions, I found it wasn’t 
that much different that the theatre except all of the lines were 
impromptu. We joined the SCA when we lived in the Shire of 
Aarquelle (Pueblo, Colorado) and became increasingly involved 
with trying to get the shire off on the right foot. Needham 
became seneschal very soon after we joined (sucker!?). I was 
asked to take over the chirurgeon’s position since I was an EMT 
and midwife. Then the next thing I know is we have no reeve or 
chronicler either. Uh-oh, I feel a big lick coming on! (Wait a 
minute, who’s the sucker here!??) So we went on that way for a 
while. The two of us held the four offices for about a year. 
Needham received his AoA in 1983,1 received mine in 1986 
from the first King and Queen of the Outlands, Gunwaldt and 
/Elflaed! 

In 1988 we moved to al-Bairan. The first two years we were 
here were spent trying to find mundane jobs, catch up on bills 
and basically getting used to the barony and its people. I auto- 
cratted Grand Outlandish in 1989 and helped in kitchens at other 
events. To tell you the truth, it was kind of nice for me not 
having any offices at the time. When Stefan and Beau decided to 
retire as baron and baroness, Needham and I did a lot of soul- 
searching. Were we ready to take on such a big role? Were we 
qualified? After many late nights of talking till we dropped, we 
decided to put ourselves forward as willing and capable candidates 
for the position. Our children (who are older now) were and still 
are very supportive. They understand that we have many duties 
and responsibilities now. They have been extremely great about 
the whole thing. (They are red proud too!) 

So, now we are Baron and Baroness of al-Barran. I have to 
admit that even now, when I write about it I get a goosebump or 
two and my heart skips a beat I am honored to have been 
chosen for this position. The baroness’ role is not much differ¬ 
ent than I had expected. I knew that my presence at events and 
classes/meetings/fighter practices was important and that it 
would change the number of things I would normally choose to 
go to. I’ve found that I’m having a good time and learning more 
than I could have guessed. 

COURT!!! Oh, boy, this is something that we need much 
more practice with. I’m finding that preparing court is more 
difficult than I thought. It is difficult remembering everyone 
who needs to be thanked, all of the announcements that need 
presenting, and deciding whom will get what award. Doing 
court is a little different in that both Needham and I are used to 
being on stage. For those of you who have not experienced 
Needham yet, let me tell you this—he NEEDs no HAM. 
Right, ifslflaed? 

One person told me after we were chosen that they felt we 
were over-rewarded. I know now that this is not the case at all. 
It is a job being Baron and Baroness, not a reward. Yes, it does 
offer precedence and an occasional gift, but I have worked hard 
physically and mentally since our investiture. We have already 
been called late at night about things as trivial as you can get. I 
won’t mention them here. (As a midwife I’m used to getting 
calls at any hour of the night, but past 10 or 10:30 is getting 
late when it is not an emergency.) We have already had to 
cover for someone who volunteered to do a job, yet when the 


time came for them to do it, they weren’t around. All-in-all I 
am extremely happy with my new role and hope to serve the 
Outlands and al-Barran for some time to come. Thanks for the 
tips, William (the Lucky). The letter you wrote on Kingship 
was very insightful. I will put some of that to use right away! 
Thanks, ThinkWell, for the space. It will be great to look back 
on this letter a year or two from now and see how my impres¬ 
sions have changed. 

—The Honorable Lady Susan the Midwife, Baroness of al-Barran 

(Now that’s a mouthful.) 

[Outlands] 


cowr 

Ferelith MacDonald’s remarks concerning court were 
pretty close to my own feelings. Courts should be visible and 
hearable. If the King and Queen speak the populace want to 
know their words. Court Shtick, that “humorous” stuff that 
goes on, should be short and not so cute that no one outside 
those close to the Crown knows what’s going on. Nothing 
ruins a court for me so fast as watching people making refer¬ 
ences to stuff and I have no idea what it means or pertains to. 

—John the Bearkdler [Meridies] 

Yes, it is a shame to miss a special event for someone 
special to you. Yet, it happens and Kings and Queens have lit¬ 
tle control over people’s attendance at events or even at court at 
events. I habitually sneak out on courts. 

When Mel and I gave an award, we did tip off as many of the 
recipient’s friends as we could. (“Nothing ‘spontaneous’ should 
ever happen at court” is an unbreakable rule as far as this former 
king and kingdom herald goes.) We always tried to make sure 
that families and friends were present for the big to-do. (A 
certain proportionality always creeps in though—more folks 
knew about peerages than AoA’s.) Moreover, we only did the 
ambush courts at events with a single hall and made enough fuss 
so that there was time to fetch folks. 

—Gyrth Oldcastie [Atlantia] 

I agree with Ferelith MacDonald. I only love courts 
when I know what is going on. Recently our kingdom bought a 
P.A. system which could be used unobtrusively in court. It was 
used a few times, but not very successfully. I liked it because 
everyone could hear what was going on throughout the Court 
Unfortunately, instead of working out the bugs in the system it 
seems to have been dropped. What a pity. 

—Elfwyn de Barfleur [Trimaris] 

Their Majesties absolutely have an obligation to 
minimize the time spent waiting for them to get ready to start 
The way one tells them this is with words (possibly short pithy 
sentences and words of few syllables—depending on the individ¬ 
uals). First choice goes to someone who has known them a 
long time and can “advise” them of the need to get moving on 
time. Failing this, it falls to whichever peers are available, with 
first preference to those who can manage (if only this once) to 
be tactful about it. Be humorous, be blunt, do whatever 
works—you do your Crown and Kingdom no favors by letting 
them keep everyone waiting for hours. 

—William the Lucky [West] 
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I suspect that every kingdom does it differently, but I 
hope that each realm has some sort of “Bozo Alert” mechanism 
in place for any functionary whose personal whim threatens 
advancement of the agenda at hand. In Meridies, there have been 
for years a number of different avenues to help all manner of 
public officials set and keep to schedules. Some of these have 
been official posts (chancellors and the like), and some have 
been less formal, including friends who know well the cost to 
reputation for being chronically late, and are willing to share 
that timely advice with incumbents. Quite frankly, Bish, the 
only thing the Crowns need to be at is court; the really self- 
assured autocrat could press right on forward with the agenda, 
and let the tardy hope for an extra serving of course #2 some¬ 
where along the way before dessert In short, there are all sorts 
of ways to tell the Crown that the substance they’ve stepped in 
not only looks and smells like meadow muffins, it actually is 
mule fritters. 

—Asdward of Glastonburh [Meridies] 

This will not match everyone’s mental image, but I think 
the pretense at any feast is that this is the king’s meal, at which 
we are all guests. I disagree with beginning a feast without the 
king and queen there to receive it as a formal presentation, or to 
eat first, or whatever. It would be kind of like starting a 
wedding banquet without the bride and groom, or like beginning 
a formal White House dinner without the president. [Substitute 
prince/baron/guest of honor for feasts at which the king isn’t 
present, of course.] 

—Ailflaed of Duckford [Outlands] 

nejsponjse TO 

BIJSIVS BIG OTVGdITime 

About Father-in-Law and court: Who has taken over 
Dad’s typewriter? “We, as a Kingdom, have an obligation to 
wait upon Their Majesties’ pleasure”!!! This from Mister 
Who’s the Boob with the Crown! Even in jest! Too many 
kings and queens think this is true. It’s not like that in the 
egalitarian cold and damp where I’m from. 

The phrase “SCA time” is a pernicious smirk allowed to 
forgive die unforgivable. 

Digression: Courts are almost always too long. In the 
interests of scientific improvement, I invented the PMA 
measurement. At the next court you attend, time the court and 
count every award given (AOA or better only). Do not count 
presentations, fealties, announcements, etc.. Then use this 
simple formula M/A where M=minutes elapsed during court and 
A=awards. If the PMA>10, I’ll bet the court was excrutiating; 
>7 boring; >5 OK; <5 exciting. End of Digression. 

I began in the SCA eighteen years ago today (as it happens 
6-2-74) and my friends then were like me untided and unwashed. 
Some of them were named Grimnir, Fernando, Ianthe, 
Vissevald, William, and Embla. Now they are Duke Gavin, 
Count Fernando, Countess Ianthe, Duke Vissevald, Master 
William, and Countess Embla. There were other folk too who 
are not yet peers and they too are still my friends. But many of 
the people I have known the longest in the SCA are now peers. 
Peers talk to peers quite often because they are their oldest and 
dearest friends and they don’t see each other very often. 


Oh yeah, over the years I’ve been friends with a bunch of 
folks who weren’t peers. They very often became squires and 
such like. Now they’re pers too. It’s much more often 
chronology, not class, that causes peers to clump together. 

I don’t know where this thing about Masters of Arms comes 
from. I know that some of my squires who are knights are a 
teensy bit over the edge about Masters. Is this prejudice against 
Masters wide-spread? Just asking. I suppose I don’t feel the 
way a lot of knights do about Masters because the first Master I 
knew was the blessed Sean Ruabarua who was about the neatest 
fellow there ever was. 

—Gyrth Oldcastle [Atlantia] 

If someone keeps calling me Master Hrolf, instead of 
plain HrOlf or Halfdan, I worry and start watching my back. 
Still, I tend to err in being excessively formal in terms of 
address myself. It is better to use a bit too much than offend by 
too little. When talking to the Crown or Coronet I invariably 
use Your Majesty or Your Highness, even if I have known them 
for years—it would just seem wrong for me to be more ™<;nal 
It also helps that there is only one HrOlf in Lochac, although 
there are some Hrolfsons and a Lenihan (a variant on my 
mundane non-SCA family name). [Written a month later: 
There is now a second Hrolf in the Barony of Stormhold. I am 
told that at least some of the locals refer to him by his full name 
to avoid confusion. I went there last week and it was nice to be 
able to say “Hello Hrolf without talking to myself.] 

—Hrdlf Herjdlfssen [West (Lochac)] 

Pageantry and the unabashed splendor of intricacy, the 
love of pomp for its own sake, are all part of the reason I joined 
the SCA. 

—Vashti Damascene [West (Lochac)] 

TITLGjS. BOTGGjS. GTC. 

I have gotten in trouble in the past for not using an 
honorary preface with my SCA name, but I generally try and 
only use whatever I might need to expedite matters in a given 
situation. 

—^Edward of Glastonburh [Meridies] 

Just as it is important for a king to allow his subjects 
to believe that he really is a king, it likewise behooves us to 
allow the populace to believe that we really are knights, 
nobles, etc. I usually wear my regalia, not for attention, but 
because I think it adds to the show. 

—Galen of Bristol [Ansteorra] 

titlgb on Tne figlb 

In the last many lists I’ve entered, the lists official 
asked me what title I wished to have used on the field. This 
seems the most sensible way to go about it, especially for 
those of us with Multiple Title Syndrome. 

—Tivar Moondragon [Ansteorra] 
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Atlantia uses any title preferred by the holder on the field, 
although we (heralds) try to keep it to just one, not the whole 

string. . . . , 

—Keilyn FitzWarin [Atlantia] 

iwvie/jsm 

Trude used “Dame” for the first few months after she was 
knighted. But Mary of Uffington (knighted a couple of weeks 
later) started with “Sir” immediately, and as I recall Dame didn’t 
last even half a year. 

—William the Lucky [West] 

“Dame” has long since been approved by Laurel as an 
equivalent title. Every female knight I know uses Sir. I d 
prefer “Dame Rowan,” myself, but I don’t get to make that 
decision. 

—Galen of Bristol [Ansteorra] 

UmiGftTfuOOlB FOI*. 

In response to your footnote, Issue #10, page 11: 
Sometimes we wear blinders that we don’t even know we have 
on. In the talk on the “Knighthood for Everybody” question, at 
no time in any assumption that I made did it occur to me that 
being a “Knight of the Laurel” or “Knight of the Pelican” might 
require an oath of fealty! 

I think that my mental image of this scenario involved equi¬ 
librating the peers by removing the oath from knighthood; 
obviously my blinders were working very, very well. 

You are right, of course; Knighthood (however ill advised I 
believe it to be) is essentially defined in SCA terms by the oath 
of fealty. By both religion and personal belief I wouldn’t be 
able to be a knight under any circumstances, even a KoL/KoP! 

I’ve gotten my TI and sent back my responses; obviously if 
given my druthers I’d druther have us all called “Sir” and the 
only distinction made by fealty is the chain (they would clash 
with my garb, anyway.) 

But since it’s never going to happen anyway... 

—Bish/Geoffry d’Ayr of Montalban [East] 

of 

There have been a few other shy inquiries about attitudes 
and trivia concerning Masters of Arms, and one rant I consider to 
be too kingdom-specific. I would like to solicit comments on 
this topic for next time. Is there a great prejudice in your area 
(kingdom or local) against masters of arms? If so, why do you 
think it is? How many are there in your area? Why did they 
choose to be masters rather than knights? (If, in thinking and 
writing about this, you have insights about a similar split in the 
laurels and another one in the pelicans, please do not hesitate to 
make your opinions known to the board of directors. If you’re 
reading this much after the end of 1992 it may be too late to 
offer your input into the Big Decision...) 

—aelflaED 


OF 

There are a couple of things about awards of arms I’d like 
to add, both as someone who has given them and as someone 
who received his after he was a duke (long story). One of the 
most difficult things to do as a monarch is to identify people 
who deserve AoA’s and then to bestow them with all the splen¬ 
dor due. Kingdoms are big and no matter how active you are, 
it’s still next to impossible to judge people on the odd Saturday. 

We always tried to remember that it may be the only time 
someone receiving an AoA is ever called into court and it may 
be the only award the gentle ever accepts from the crown. The 
other important thing to remember is that a King (or Queen) has 
an infinite variety of ways to recognize and reward their subjects, 
limited only by their imaginations. There are many ways to 
reward worth besides AoA’s. 

—Gyrth OldcasUe (Atlantia) 

peeia Few 

Gee, John, I’m not sure how to put this to you.you ARE 

a BNP (Big Name Peer). At least, in Meridies you are, and 
probably a SMOC (Secret Master of Chivalry) as well. So, for 
you—the question should probably not be couched in terms of 
who you fear, but rather, who fears you.... 

—/Edward of Glastonburh [Meridies] 

John the Bearkiller may get nervous around “big 
names” in the Society, but around here he is a “big name” and 
“legendary figure.” Isn’t life relative? 

—Hrolf HetjOlfssen [West (Lochac)] 

I overcame peer fear enough to write in to this (not that I 
really suffer from it) (much). 

—Vashti Damascene [West (Lochac)] 

I have found the parts about peerophobia especially inter¬ 
esting. I’ve always had a lot of Peer Fear (what could I possibly 
have to say that would be of interest to a peer?). Six months 
ago, my husband was knighted and now I’m seeing things from 
the other side. People who wouldn’t give us the time of day 
B.P. (before peerage) now seek us out. Conversely, we’ve lost 
some of our friends because now we have two heads and sacrifice 
babies (or so you would assume by the way we are treated). My 
husband gets hit on three times as much as he used to (by 
women as well as rattan). Strangers (and even some who know 
me) assume I’m power hungry and desperate to be queen, or I 
wouldn’t be married to a knight. It was a lot more fun being 
married to a hot non-belt. Does it ever get better? If not, no 
wonder many long-time peers are so withdrawn. 

—Garlanda de S tanas [Middle] 

I think there is a tendency in some to try to separate our 
SCA experience from the rest of our life. “Peers is just like 
people”—some are friendly, some approachable, some annoying, 
some down-right rude. There are also those who by virtue of 
their accumulated history are daunting. When as a newbie you 
hear stories about these amazing people who did neat things and 
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are known of by everyone, there is a tendency to mentally deal 
with them the same way you deal with other “public figures.” 
Now I’m sure that sports legends, rock stars, and actors are all 
real people and so are these peers I speak of...but some of them 
might as well be Winston Churchill and those of us gazing up¬ 
ward just can’t bring ourselves to go up and say “Hi.” After all. 
I’m a nobody—no awards, little knowledge, not important. I 
might bore them or, worse, look stupid—and after all they are 
SOMEBODY... 

—Siobhan O’Riordain [Atlantia] 

I don’t know that I am necessarily afraid of peers (for 
the record, I am not one), but I am certainly often intimidated 
by them. It’s as though when they were given the 
bird/branch/belt, omniscience came upon them. I am perfectly 
willing to listen to a Laurel in cinsert craft here> tell me about 
their craft ’til the cows come home—I’ve learned a lot this 
way, both about crafts, and about how people find out about 
crafts....I think that I am less intimidated by peers who have 
had it longer than by newer ones, although I am not sure that 
holds true across the board. Also as a non-peer who has been 
around a while, I think I have seen the “human” side of most 
peers. 

—Keilyn FitzWarin [Atlantia] 
[Editor’s note: I considered taking the quotation marks off 
“human” above, since it could be interpreted as meaning “the so- 
called human side” or “the alleged human side,” and then I thought 
what the heck—that could be what she means! — cel flaED ] 

I suggest that you consult a poem by Rudyard Kipling 
entitled "If' which asks if one can "walk with Kings nor lose 
the common touch.” This should be required reading for every 
peer, squire, apprentice or protege. Such advice might go far in 
helping peers to counteract peer fear. 

—William Blackfox [Ansteorra] 

Unfortunately, I seem to have a very strange reputation. 
People find me very approachable about non-administrative 
things. On the field or in the feast hall people feel free to jump 
right in, usually saying things like, “You looked like you guys 
were having a good time,” or “I heard you were easy to talk 
On fhe other hand, I’ve heard even other peers quoted as 
being “afraid” of me politically. (Humph. I don’t bite. Not 
really. It was a bum rap.) 

I don’t understand this, but I accept it as the way things are. 
Does anyone else have such a dichotomous reputation? 

—Andreas Hak [East] 
[See also Gyrth Oldcastle, page 14] 

6Q06R3UPItfC#L F#CTQ]£\jS 


its qhly # Gmne 

Well spoken Robin! In the Society, real people are doing 
real things in their real lives that have real consequences (if 
anybody out there doubts this, just try mishandling Societal 
monies). 

—Edward of Glastonburh [Meridies] 

This subject seems to tweak people pretty good. The 
odd things is, I can see the side to each argument. The SCA is 
much more than any game, role playing or not, that I have ever 
known. On the other side, we should, perhaps, never lose sight 
of the fact that there are rules, players, and that we always have 
the option to quit any time we wish. I use the phrase “only a 
game” to nudge people when they are taking themselves and 
their positions a mite too seriously. But, this “game” has be¬ 
come such a total part of my life that I would find it very diffi¬ 
cult indeed to pack my toys up and go away permanently. 

—John the Bearkiller [Meridies] 


Currently, Ropesle and I are cultivating our house¬ 
hold, Alhhard Manor, as a nice little oasis that emphasizes 
good sportsmanship in fighting, arts & sciences, and re-creating 
a period atmosphere as much as possible in camp. We’ve all 
invested a great deal of time and money into our period pavil¬ 
ions, furnishings and clothing in what is becoming our second 
wind in the Society. Actually, our household motto kind of 
says it all—’’Relax; It’s Only a Club” (“Relige se! non alia est 
quam sodalitas!”) 1 


i mime mis was sparked one afternoon in Trimaris during an 
especially long Laurel’s meeting (two and a half hours and 
counting...) with the temperature hovering around 96°, with 
90% humidity, wearing long-sleeved period garb, and someone 
was re-hashing the same crap we’ve talked about for years 
( what makes a Laurel a Laurel”) when I basically snapped. 
What the f@#!! were we doing here?!!!! Heck, I’d rather be at 
the beach! I’d rather be at home mowing the lawn! I’D 
RATHER EAT GROUND GLASS OR DO ANYTHING 
ELSE BUT SIT ON MY BUTT IN A HOT COSTUME AND 
TALK ABOUT VOTING PROCEDURE AND MAKE- 
BELIEVE POLITICS IN A MAKE-BELIEVE 
ORGANIZATION!!! I decided I didn’t really want to leave (I 
ask myself this about every three or four years) because of the 
terrific lifelong friends I’ve made, so Ropesle and I decided to 
continue on our terms and really try to emphasize the living 
history part of it and thumb our noses at the bureaucracy as 
much as possible. Now I look forward to events a gain instead 
of cringing at the calendar. 


Mistress Hollyn of Kestrelmere [Trimaris] 


I think it all boils down to how many shires are close to 
you. Within a three-hour drive [of us] there are 19 shires. 
There are another half dozen of the proto-incipient type. We 
don’t have to go very far to go to an event. We take closeness 
for granted. While we do travel a lot (because we have so many 
friends in so many places) we don’t have to. I guess there are 
pros and cons on both sides. 

—Garlanda de S tanas [Middle] 


PeJE^jSQU# 


I agree with Derwyn Smallfoot; interweaving of our 
personae and our real selves with the Society and the mundane 
world can be complex. Elfwyn is an 11th century Norse 
woman married to an 11th century Norman, living in Barfleur. 


1 At least this is what Alhhaid's chatelaine Lady Cannela says it is. or rather her Latin 
teacher says so...it translate roughly into: “Bind yourself! No other it is than a society!” 
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Elfwyn also is an SCA apprentice, protege, and has held/does 
hold a number of offices. I don’t talk about the dangers of the 
Norman trade routes during a herald’s meeting. Nor would the 
11th century Elfwyn know much about heraldry. Yes, it’s 
complicated. However, Elfwyn started out dressing as a rela¬ 
tively poor Norse woman recently married to a minor Norman 
merchant. Over time she has dressed more like a Norman as 
would be normal since she now lives in Normandy and her 
Norse clothes are replaced with Norman attire as they wear out. 
Her dress has changed as her personal wealth and stature have 
improved. She is now married to a well-off Norman merchant 
She and her husband are now lesser nobles in the Norman em¬ 
pire. (After all, an AoA is nothing to be sneezed at, and two 
peers have their reputations invested in me.) Not all these 
changes were conscious. I've learned a lot about the Middle 
Ages in general and my chosen time period in particular 
through my association with the SCA, and it shows. 

—Elfwyn de Barfleur [Trimaris] 

Lots of folks seem to know Edward of Glastonburh, 
who he is, and what he does in the Society. Very few know 
/Edward’s “life history,” and that’s just fine. It was developed 
for my own amusement to see if I could find a way to pigeon¬ 
hole some of my re-creation interests to a credible (if imaginary) 
someone in a given place and time. Even at its most detailed, I 
doubt if the whole ball of wax would amount to more than a 
couple of pages, but it remains an interesting intellectual exer¬ 
cise for me. I suppose that if I were in an area of the Society 
which placed more emphasis on integrating persona into what 
was done in a Societal context. I’d have quite a bit more rigor in 
.Edward’s “history.” (Oh, and welcome, Derwyn. Don’t panic 
too much about the thought that you may never achieve veteran 
status in the circles in which you travel; I thought the very same 
thing when I joined the Society in A.S. XI, and I’ve been around 
long enough to achieve real fossil status. Be patient...it’ll hap¬ 
pen to you, too.) 

Robin, your lens analogy is an apt one, especially with the 
observation about focus. Finding a compatible focal length 
with those around you is probably the biggest challenge of all. 

—/Edward of Glastonburh [Meridies] 

Tine 

“mot as it is, fcct as it srioold f)aVc riccri" 

I’d like to see non-fighters on the throne. Less poli¬ 
tics. Fewer purists. More music and singing. More tolerance 
in general. Fewer rumor-mongers. I’d like to see people judged 
by their actions and accomplishments, not their religion, or their 
age, or their hobbies. I’d like to see Crown Tourney on ABC. 
I’d like Pennsic to stop being a theme party. And I’d really like 
to see a SCAdian colony/community somewhere, where we visit 
mundania on our weekends. 

—Michael of the Isles [East] 

Istvan, there exists a beautiful late-period-style 
equestrian portrait of Master Eloric; other than this, I suggest 
that you may be looking for the wrong things. In my neck of 
Ansteorra, you can’t swing a dead cat without hitting a painted 
thing, box, drum, banner, pavilion, etc., most with exquisite 


decoration. 

.Elflaed, it’s not period to tell people that things aren’t 
period. Authenticity will always be compromised to some 
extent Those who compromise it too far are like fighters who 
don’t call blows. Not much you can really do, other than not 
hold them up as examples. 

—Galen of Bristol [Ansteorra] 

p^eceoence 

The comment about “the very ancient fading into 
history...” is a fairly accurate description of what really happens 
now. At a recent court, the herald called up all the peers, in 
precedence order, and of the first ten or fifteen, maybe three or 
four were actually there. The same is true for the royal peers, at 
least at that court in that kingdom. 

—Tivar Moondragon [Ansteorra] 

I don’t know about other royal peers, but I take my 
rank seriously, and I work to deserve the attention it commands. 
In many ways, I’ve tried to encourage people who were doing 
good work, and to identify opportunities and create situations for 
people to have fun. I’ve put in far more effort over the eight 
years since I was made a viscount than any sitting ruler or 
recently-made noble could do. Like other awards, I think royal 
peerages are granted on the assumption (however shaky it may 
be) that the recipient will carry on with their work. (By the 
way, my registered motto is “Noblesse Oblige.”) 

—Galen of Bristol [Ansteorra] 

Galen, you have made a point I haven’t heard expressed 
before, ever. I’ve been a viscountess for ten years (and countess 
for five) and I never thought of it as more than a sweet bauble 
earned by my loving boyfriend. Except for feeling guilty that 
we didn’t have nicer equipment (a constant state of guilt) and 
getting to wear a coronet, it didn’t change my life. I will think 
some more. 

I would like for people to write about noblesse oblige in 
general, now that Galen has brought it up. I don’t think it 
applies only to royal peers. 

—/Elflaed of Duckford [Outlands] 

L#nD6B TITLGjS 

Nige, we later adopted such forms as “Eighth Viscount von 
Drachenwald,” which I still occasionally use. 

—Galen of Bristol [Ansteorra] 

The problem with “of Drachenwald” is that it triggers 
ideas like “of the Outlands.” While I have sympathy for 
Drachenwald’s viscous nature and so understand why they might 
need to create more history-holding tools than other kingdoms 
where people own houses, their former royalty are really 
Viscounts and Viscountesses of the Society. When Ansteorra 
was first a kingdom, they wanted to define “an Ansteorran duke 
as one who had been king of Ansteorra twice, as opposed to 
those coyote/hybrid dukes (I guess) who had been king of 
Atenveldt once and then king of Ansteorra. I was in a position 
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to talk them out of it and did so by pointing out that “ duke ” is a 
Society-wide title and rank, and doesn’t come from the kingdom. 
A king doesn’t “make” a duke—he recognizes the person’s right 
to the title. 

There was talk, formal and informal, of people being “the 
first duke of the Outlands,” etc. Pooh, I said, and I say it again. 
There were dukes in the Outlands before we were a kingdom, and 
they outrank the dukes who became dukes later, whether they 
became dukes by 2xOutlands, 2xEast, or any combination of 
two kingdoms anywhere anytime. Every duke who lives in the 
Outlands is a duke of the Outlands. There are former kings of 
the Outlands, but not “Counts of the Outlands.” 

Even to the level of peers, consider this: A knight might be 
“a knight of Caid” by being in fealty to Caid, but he is a 
“Knight of the Society for Creative Anachronism” and is in the 
same order of knighthood as all the other knights in the SC A. 

—JElflxd of Duckford [Outlands] 

In support of what I believe to be [Artan’s] basic goal 
(the medieval sound of titles that go with places), I believe it is 
the custom for the Viscounty of Drachenwald to style them¬ 
selves “nth Viscount(ess) Drachenwald,” so at least in some 
places this is being done, fat sounds especially impressive when 
rendered in Latin.) 

I would, however, argue against the concept of using the 
Kingdom/Principality name with titles for founders. For 
starters, most of the Kingdom names do not sound particularly 
like medieval place names [sorry folks, but it’s true: poetry 
proves many things (ever try to write poetry about SCA places? 

It gives one new insights...)]. Viscount Sun (and I mean no 
disrespect here) sounds more like a super-hero than a title of 
honor. Maybe they would work better in translation? (Le 
Comte de Caid? M. le Viscompte de Solid? Dux Atlantiae? 
Maybe not) Besides it is not enough for it to be known that 
someone was the first King of a Kingdom, without giving them 
♦another* title? I too like the sound of Duke of Bedford, and 
would like something that sounds like it, but am not sure that 
this idea would a) accomplish the end or b) do it for more than, 
what, 25? people, many of whom are no longer around. 

, —Keilyn FitzWarin [Atlantia] 

[Don t worry about the Sun—their early former-princes were named “crown 
barons" before the steward and Laurel (Bevin and l-forget-who) told them to 
stop it. Should I get to be something-Outlands in addition to Countess and 
Lady of the Rose? Gunwaldt was first prince and first king, so would he have 
to pass one title on? Let's forget the whole thing. — lElfleed] 

I won’t argue the decision about title usage and its right 
or wrongness, but Artan might be interested to know that when 
I unpacked Ton’s peerage scroll given on 8 Oct. 1972,1 noted 
that the award was given to Ton, Lord Traveller. The scroll was 
prepared by Master Ioseph of Locksley lo those many years ago. 

The organization is constantly working to tighten things up 
and make them more workable, but when changes are made 
those of us who have been around awhile sometimes get caught 
in the door. 

—Elizabeth Karien of the Four Winds [Atlantia] 

PipacKJcc ipatiTKSioqr) IHujcttiijcss 
I ai)d[ s€fl)sctos acts of foeauatv. 


$oci6TY-t0iBe necoGiuTion 
fou Fences 

I hate to disagree with my esteemed friend, William 
Blackfox, but I don’t see the need for a peerage for Rapier fight- 
ing now, or in the future. By the time rapiers were being used, 
knighthood was being given for military prowess, or service to 
the state, not for individual fighting skill Also, according to 
my dictionary, Marquis/Marquessa is a rank of nobility between 
count and duke, which is significandy above a peerage. I do like 
the idea of Society-wide recognition for rapier combat, when we 
have grown to that point and earned it. The White Scarves of 
Ansteorra and the Outlands (and soon to be Trimaris) are a good 
start in that direction, but we are nowhere near there yet. At this 
point, seven kingdoms have fully functional and reasonably 
widespread rapier combat, three more are just starting, and two 
do not allow it at all. And currendy, only three kingdoms (soon 
to be four) have any award structure for recognition of rapier 
combat 

What I hope to see in the future is a Society-wide award that 
ranks with the other kingdom-level awards for arts and services 
(Award of High Merit, Grant of Arms, or whatever) given for 
skill in Rapier Combat, courtesy above and beyond thaf expected 
of a member of the Society, and teaching ability in their field of 
expertise. Ideally, this should grow from within the kingdom, 
not be imposed on it from outside when they don’t want or 
aren’t ready for it 

—Tivar Moondragon [Ansteorra] 

Blackfox, you talked me into the swashing peerage at 
Steppes Warlord, but “Marquis” won’t fly. That’s a tide of 
nobdity higher than “count” Frankly, “Master” or “Mistress” 
is my best suggestion. 

—Galen of Bristol [Ansteorra] 

About Marquis/Marquesa: No. A thousand times no. 
The tide structure is screwy enough as is. 

—Gyrth Oldcastie [Atantia] 

Speaking as a non-fighter (though my husband, who is a 
squire, agrees), why would the light-weapon fighters need a sepa¬ 
rate peerage? We don’t have separate peerages for each of the 
arts. Pelicans may be elevated for any type of service. There are 
not separate peerages for those who have served by holding 
office, those who have autocratted, and those who are just 
always there helping out. I don’t understand why a light- 
weapons fighter couldn’t become a knight. Is it an 
mfenor/superior form of fighting? Do the knights feel that they 
are not real fighters? We already have a peerage for fighters 
I m confused! 

—Elfwyn de Barfleur [Trimaris] 

citfi>oiE\en 

Hmmmm. Teaching gambling to children. m be 

die guy hiding over behind the stack of adamantite armor plate 

Somebody please come and get me when it’s all over. 

—iEdward of Glastonburh [Meridies] 
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Ah yes, a religious note: Some people are from a part of 
the country where it’s practically a crime to own cards or dice, 
and a sin to play them. How God spared dominoes from the 
gamblers’ taint I’ll never know. How quickly we secular 
humanist liberals forget our ancestral taboos— 

_/Elflaed [whose grandparents called her “Sandra Lynn,” 

pronounced in five syllables, whose parents played dominoes] 


POLITICS 

ON CHANGING THE WORLD AROUND YOU 
Guidelines for your efforts 
By Viscount Galen of Bristol KSCA—Ansteorra 

As a long time reader and occasional contributor to this 
newsletter, 1 1 have often read about ladies who worked against 
various obstacles (both personal and institutional) to try to gain 
acceptance for themselves (or for women in general) as fighters. 
I’ve also seen a lot of advice on how to accomplish this. Let 

me add to it. . . 

There is little anyone can do alone. For most activities of 
any kind in the SCA, more than one person is required. The art 
of getting other people to do what YOU want them to do is 
called “politics.” (Don’t flinch.) If you live in a group where 
women can’t get training and/or aren t taken seriously as fight¬ 
ers, and you want the people in that group to behave differ¬ 
ently, the only way is via politics. Sounds scary, doesn t it? 
Relax, it’s not so bad. 

In fact, politics is much like SCA fighting. Like fighting, 
when politics is done badly, then you, your opponents or your 
teammates can get badly hurt. Like fighting, you strive hard 
NEVER to hurt ANYONE. Like fighting, politics is done in 
broad daylight (that is to say, not in secret), for all to see*, it’s 
done chivalrously (like all SCA activities), and for clear, 
honorable goals. Never strike from behind, nor take unfair 
advantage, and call your blows. When you’ve lost an en¬ 
counter, accept it with grace. 

Never sacrifice your honor for your goal. Never hit harder 
than necessary, never strike a fallen opponent, and stop when 
you’ve won. Don’t let emotions dictate tactics. And never, 
never let an opponent’s lack of chivalry, fair play, or sports¬ 
manship inspire a similar lack in you. 

Unlike fighting, you never play politics just to show how 
well you can. There are no marshals, but there are peers, 
nobles, and seneschals who may step on you if you step out of 
line (I’m one), so police yourself carefully. 

Other rules: 

1) It is not possible for one person or faction to take con¬ 
trol of a branch, but it IS possible to destroy a branch 
while trying to control it. 

2) If the good of the group seems to demand that you take 
action that will inevitably hurt someone, don’t do it. 

So often I have seen a well-meaning individual walk in with 
a vision of what the game should be, and destroy his enjoyment 


1 This article is reprinted with permission of the author and the editor from Flower of 
Souvenance, Issue #13. This newsletter is available from KC Lancaster, 6633 Irving, 
Denver CO 80221. U.S./APO $6 per 4 issues; Canada $8; other foreign countries $12. 


of the game, and others’, trying to help the group by bringing 
his vision about These general guidelines are intended to help 
you avoid such a result. They are vague, so as to apply to 
many kinds of situations, so think hard about how these guide¬ 
lines appiy to your situation. 

(By the way, I lied before. There is an alternative to politics 
as a method to altering others’ conduct. It is the use—or 
threat—of aggressive force. As a tactic in our game of 
chivalry, I can’t recommend it) 

And, just like any other advice on chivalrous conduct, these 
suggestions don’t ensure you’ll win the game, only that you 
don’t ruin it And that’s worthwhile. 

❖ ❖ ❖ ❖ ❖ ❖ ❖ ❖ ❖ ❖ ❖ ❖ ❖ 

Tfte 

Well, Sir Gilrae of Moorbum had managed to scare me off; 
now Bish has intrigued me enough to want to know how one 
gets one’s name put on a waiting list of those stupid enough to 
be willing to want to serve on that August Body (after all, I d 
hate to make it seem as though I were actively campaigning for 
it, or anything...) 

—^Edward of Glastonburh [Meridies] 

This is a necessary evil. It fulfills many important mun¬ 
dane (and I do mean mundane) functions. However it should 
minimise its interference in the real world of the SCA, playing 
at being King Log rather than King Stork. I agree with the 
current process of selection for the Board, although we are still 
groping towards a satisfactory combination in Lochac. Luckily 
we do not have the “absolute power” of the Board, so we do not 
get collared and earbashed (as much). With our selections, we 
try for as much regional diversity as is possible. This makes 
actual meetings almost impossible and phone conferences 
compulsory. 

—HrOlf Herjdlfssen [West (Lochac)) 

I do not favor a BoD elected by the members of the 
SCA. I have dealt with a number of democratic elections in the 
SCA, and I have been unhappy with every one of them. I’m 
also pleased with the way the BoD is functioning now. 

—Andreas Hak [East] 

I am quite sure the Board will never be elected by the 
members because of the nature of this organization. I do not 
know 90% of those people nominated for the BOD—and I 
know more than most of the people in my group. They would 
look at who’s up for the BOD and shrug it off—no personal 
interest means no interest at all. Of the 20,000 or so paying 
members of the SCA I imagine that this lack of interest will 
apply to a very significant proportion of the group. Ergo the 
election would happen and almost no one would vote. 

Sure it would be a larger percentage than currently select the 
BOD members, but at least with the board selecting the new 
members they have an opportunity to look at resumes and 
recommendations and select people with whom they think they 
can work. 

—Siobhan O’Riordain [Atlantia] 
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Along those lines, the current system prevents people 
having to badmouth candidates to the whole known world. 
Sometimes there are people nominated who are not really very 
good candidates for one reason or another. If no one has to 
know that but the steward and a board member or two, it keeps 
us from unnecessarily defaming people. Let them have their 
glory, being published as nominees, without having to be 
board members and also without having their faults enumerated 
to the entire membership. Even if it’s a little kind of fault like 
they don’t write good letters, or can’t afford phone calls or 
stamps, or aren’t getting along well with the family and 
neighbors. Let them have some privacy. 

The best thing one can do to get good board members is to 
find some , and then nominate them in clearly detailed and 
glowing terms, get others to do the same, and remind the nom¬ 
inating committee periodically that the person is still av ailab le 
and remind them why it’s a good idea. It might take years, 
because the turnover rate is slow (ideally), but keep looking and 
keep writing. If you like some of the people you’ve seen listed 
in T.I., write and say so! Without input from members, all 
they have is a list of names. 

If someone is listed as a candidate and your first thought is 
“Oh No!,” you might write a short, simple “I don’t think it’s a 
very good idea” letter. You don’t need to document sins and 
shortcomings. Just tip off the committee that there are prob¬ 
lems, and maybe name names of people who can give them 
firsthand information about the person. 

—/Elflaed of Duckford [Outlands] 

I get the BoD minutes and am always extremely impressed 
by their dedication and competence. And lack of waffling. 

—Vashti Damascene [West (Lochac)] 

A question for the discerning ThinkWell reader Is it better 
to be on the BOD or not on the BOD? 

—Gyrth Oldcastle [Trimaris] 

Thank you /Elflaed, for your kind words [TW#10:19]. I 
wish I thought you were right! Mostly I tried to keep on top 
of things because a) I’m an anal-retentive Kraut and b) I was 
terrified of making a complete ass of myself in front of all 
these people! As you can see from my writings in ThinkWell, 

I got over b. 

—Geoffry d’Ayr of Montalban (Bish) [East] 

What any other organization does is sort of beside the 
point, really. The question is still how open we want to leave 
the organization to those who aren’t card-carrying members, and 
how specifically we want to codify the conditions under which 
we 11 let people play with us. As I see good points made on 
both sides of the issue, I suggest a moderate middle road in 
which membership is encouraged, but options for non-member 
participation remain (so say I, Master Wishy-Washy of the 
Several Lands of Hip and Hop). 

—/Edward of Glastonburh [Meridies] 

I go for the idea that you do not have to be a member to 
participate. However, I think you should need to be a paid mem¬ 


ber to get awards. If the SCA is going to put that time, effort 
and money (scrolls, etc.) into you, you should be able to show 
your support by being a member. Besides that, someone who 
deserves an award should be aware of what is going on in the 
kingdom, and the only real way to do that is to get the kingdom 
newsletter. 

I participated (i.e. worked!) in the SCA for three years before 
becoming a paid member. That wasn’t because I didn’t want to, 
I very simply did not have the extra cash. Being a student 
working several jobs at the time as it was, the membership fee 
could get me into two events, and I think I contributed more by 
my work than my $20 would have done at the time. As soon as 
I had enough money to pay my membership I did, and did not 
resent not getting any awards until then. (In Trimaris you do 
have to be a paid member to receive an award.) 

I still work at events—but I show my support monetarily 
too. Having to be a paid member would keep a lot of good peo- 
Ple from joining, and not having to be a paid member lets 
people try out” the SCA before they have put in a large in¬ 
vestment. The people who don't’ work out don’t feel obligated 
to stay and get their money’s worth, and the people who do 
eventually become members so that they can stay up on events! 

—Lady Carmela [Trimaris] 

At my first Calontir war maneuvers in AS XIX, Sir 
Lars Viljamsson spoke to us on why we fight. His words are 
now something that I pass to new fighters: “We fight for four 
reasons: Safety, honor, fun, and to win." 

Safety is obvious. We don’t want anyone getting hurt, and 
we don’t want to hurt anyone. If a situation looks dangerous, 
get out of it and go play somewhere else. Honor is placed 
above fun and winning. The way you fight either brings honor 
or disgrace to your name, and sometimes to the name of those 
you associate with. You can have fun and win without honor, 
but what have you accomplished in the long run? We fight be¬ 
cause it is fun. no one makes you fight. And if you’re not 
having fun, something’s wrong (not necessarily bad, just 
wrong). The last reason we fight is to win. No one likes 
losing, but it is part of the learning process. Sometimes you 
win more by losing. 

A question: In Calontir, we often start tourney bouts w ith 
the phrase, for honor and chivalry...” making a distinction 
between the two. Chivalry seems to be a sort of guideline, and 
honor more of a personal code. What do you think the 
distinction is? 

—Chrystofer Kensor [Calontir] 

I don’t think I agree with Galen concerning the use of 
violence and chivalry. To protect and defend with force is 
sometimes needed, deserved, and useful. It is justice. It is not, 

I think, chivalry. I have never seen the use of temper and force 
as tools for a chivalrous end. Righteous, yes. True chivalry 
comes from the heart, not the hand, and there are many people 
out there who would love to find an excuse for violent out¬ 
bursts. Chivalry should never be one of them. 

—John the Bearkiller [Meridies] 
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Chivalry is something you do for yourself. It is a 
goal upon which one sets his or her sights -the interaction 
with other people is incidental. [As to] asking if someone 
deserved chivalrous treatment—if you desire to behave 
chivalrously you will deal with everyone in an appropriately 
chivalrous manner. 

—Siobhan Q’Riordain [Atlantia] 

ir&TGGlOUTY / hom 

Oh goody! Now we can agonize over whether someone is 
really an honorable person or is “merely” acting like one. 1 I 
submit that the essence of gracious and courteous behavior is 
precisely acting in one way while one’s feelings run quite 
another. Not only is this not a bad thing, it is exactly what we 
are trying to promote. (The tricky bit is to be aware of the dif¬ 
ference between an insincere shell and a change which has not 
yet suffused the entire person.) jt 

And this is good for two reasons. First, if someone acts 
as if he is an honorable man at all times, there will be no 
functional difference from someone who “is” an honorable man. 
Second, and more important to my mind, if someone spends 
significant amounts of time consistently acting the role of an 
honorable man, the role is likely to take over. Unfortunate as 
it often is when someone loses track of the distinction between 
reality and their life in the SCA, in this particular case it would 
appear to be a beneficial confusion. 

Thus, someone’s behavior outside the Society may 
(temporarily) prevent their advancement to the peerage. 
However, this is not necessarily reason to write them off 
altogether—just to wait until the virtues which they missed 
learning as a child have had time to transfer over to the rest of 
their life. There cannot be two separate selves with different 
morals; there may be changes to morals in progress which have 
so far shown themselves only in limited contexts. 

Note how this ties into the problem of long memories. As 
Cariadoc puts it, how do you know that you are not “knighting 
a villain <merely> because he has not done anything bad re¬ 
cently”? The answer is that you can never know for sure. You 
must answer the deeper question: At what point has the vil¬ 
lain's behavior changed enough, and long enough, that his 
essence has changed and he is no longer a villain? If we con¬ 
tend that people cannot change, then the prospect is clearly 
hopeless; if they can change, then we are reduced to using our 
judgment to determine when a change in behavior has become a 
change in essence. 

It is NOT the duty of peers to direct or lure or condition 
others toward peerage. It is the duty of peers to help and assist 
and educate others towards qualities and abilities which inciden¬ 
tally will make them eligible for peerage. What is important is 
the improvement in their artistry, fighting, service, etc. that 
it may reach the point of making them deserving of a peerage 
is, at most, a bonus. (It is also a duty of peers to recognize 
when others have reached that point, but this is a separate 
' dutv ) —William the Lucky [West] 


1 Although if the individual whom Cariadoc knew was doing such a good job of acting 
the role of a good and honorable man, it seems any but his very closest associates outside 
the SCA should have had not a hint that his nature was otherwise. 


I believe, and have been called down on this before, 
that we are pretty useless as peers if we don't encourage, lead, 
teach, direct, lure, train, etc. others to become peers. Just the 
very effort to assist others keeps us on our toes. It doesn’t 
have to be with associates, it doesn’t have to be hands-on. It 
can be as little as just trying to be a good example. We may 
not always succeed, but being made a peer is a delicate and 
valuable gift from a very gracious organization and its mem¬ 
bers. The least we can do is to try and pass it on to others. 
When I was made a knight I was told that I had an obligation to 
live up to the examples of those who came before me and those 
who come after me. That’s a helluva guilt trip, but one that 
should be traveled (though, again, I have stumbled off the path 

many times). • . 

—John the Bearkiller [Meridies] 

Persona vs. Self, or, The Act of Virtue. (I just love 
alternative titles!) 

Medieval and modem standards may differ. A persona may 
have a fine disregard for the very lives of others while regarding 
prevarication as deepest disgrace, whereas the person behind the 
persona may call in sick the Monday morning after a late revel 
without a second thought. Few people take their personas to 
the point of codifying their ethics, however, and a more com¬ 
mon problem is the person who is courteous and honourable in 
persona but not at other times. 

There are two reasons for assuming graces one does not pos¬ 
sess. The first is to deceive, where, for instance, I pretend 
friendship and loyalty so that I get some rich juicy gossip to 
spread about you. The other type is where I act in a manner 
above myself in order that others may not be hurt and to prac¬ 
tise the skills of courtesy; for example, I listen courteously to 
the ranting bore that unkind Fate has seated next to me at the 
table. This is also called good manners. 

If somebody is assuming the virtues of the Society 2 in order 
to deceive, they are not worthy of the honours they may re¬ 
ceive, but if they assume them out of good manners or a wish 
to play by the rales of the game, if their adherence to this code 
of conduct may be relied upon while they are in persona, they 
should be honoured in the Society as they behave in the 
Society. 

—Lady Vashti Damascene [West (Lochac)] 3 

/Elflxd, I liked your words about integrity, 

especially your words about being like a peer instead of acting 
like a peer. 

I know more than one peer who puts on a persona like a 
tunic. It often seems to me that the coverage is about the 
same, they look or act different, but the person underneath is 


2 By being in the Society, we share, or at least acknowledge, a common belief that 
loyalty, courage, honesty, hospitality, defense of the weak and the upholding of just 
authority are good in themselves. 

3 “My name is Vashti Damascene, the daughter of an Arab courtesan who married a 
Crusader (against everybody’s advice) and moved to England with him. Mundanely, I 
am Angela Clancy, a medical student who plays violin, does Arabic dance, writes poetry, 
dresses up in funny clothes and hits people with sticks of cane (much to my mother’s 
horror) in between rotations to country hospitals (and does the first three even then). 
Lady Vashti is a member of the Order of the Shining Helm (which is for looking good 
on the field in armour) and the Order of the Silver Rondel (for dance). She’s from the 
Barony of Stormhold (Melbourne, Victoria, Australia). 
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the same as before. Unfortunately, in each of these cases, I like 
the man underneath better than the SCA person. The true qual¬ 
ities of a peer come from within, and cannot be put on like a 
mask. A facade of peerage qualities should not be rewarded. 

...Peers should show the way towards peerage. They have 
no duty to push a person to develop peer qualities, if that per¬ 
son has no desire to acquire those qualities.... 

—Conor mac Cinneide [Ansteorra] 

I agree that a peer should not train a candidate to act a 
certain way, and that a candidate “...should be observant and 
aware enough to learn on their own... ” but I feel that a peer can 
help a candidate realize where their shortcomings lie. Rather 
than offering a mold for the candidates to fit themselves into, 
the peer can hold up a mirror for candidates to observe them¬ 
selves as others see them. 

As to how much we should allow the separation of persona 
from actual self as regards morals and behavior, I feel that bad 
is bad in or out of the SCA. It worries me when I hear state¬ 
ments like, “That’s a mundane matter and shouldn’t be consid¬ 
ered here.” How about a hypothetical situation pointing out 
just how wrong this thinking could go. John of Sexly has a 
conviction record for child molestation. One of the members of 
his local group knows this but feels that as a mundane issue it 
should not be brought into the SCA. John is caught molesting 
an eight-year-old an an event. Now the SCA has a real prob¬ 
lem! I admit this is a very extreme example, but who decides 
where to draw the line? I agree with Tivar Moondragon’s 
comments under LONG MEMORIES, and I think that some 
mundane matters definitely do impact the SCA. I personally 
would like to know a parson’s true nature up front rather than 
have them put on an act for the SCA. 

And speaking of long memories, yes a person should be 
able to live down their mistakes. However, once you’ve caught 
someone in a dishonest situation how do you ever trust them 
again? I too have a LOOOOOOOONG memory, Bish. 

—Lady Elfwyn de Barfleur [Trimaris] 

A person can be very different in their SCA behaviour 
to the way they act outside the Society, still, I would be wary. 

The Statute of Limitations in the West (at least in this part) 
is on Good and Bad Deeds equally 

I would hope that people would give some warning if 
“poisonous” people move. This especially applies if the be¬ 
haviour is repeated and the person moves on again. At the same 
dme, some latitude should be given to the mover. People do 
change, often to the better. 

—Hrolf Herjolfssen [West (Lochac)] 


concert, and don’t let them be your group’s Exchequer. It’s 
great to give a person an opportunity to redeem himself, but 
you should lower your expectations before you do. 

—Istvan Kostka [Calontir] 

I find that I’m in agreement with Ferelith. How 

could I persuasively argue for a person’s peerage elevation when 
I know that person is an abuser of others, or a person for whom 
honor is some sort of badly realized game? At the heart of all 
my votes in all the elected orders is my “gut check” (with a gut 
like mine, a prodigious thing indeed!), and the largest part of 
Uus check is how I feel about what kind of person I’m propos¬ 
ing for the award, if I want to acknowledge someone’s acting 
skills within the Current Middle Ages, I’ll be glad to draft a 
letter on their behalf to SAG or some other worthy professional 
organization. 

—/Edward of Glastonburh [Meridies] 

Peers should aid non-peers toward peerage only in so 
much as they desire it. Lately, my advice on improving fight¬ 
ing techniques have been generally disregarded by the squires of 
my barony’s other knights. This is their right, but I’m not 
impressed with their unwillingness to try new things. 

Everyone acts differently in different situations. I don’t think 
any of us switch out brains when we go to SCA events. If an 
individual cannot believe in and try to live the ideals of the 
peerage, then I cannot see that he should be a peer. I once 
knew a knight who took a very 14th-century attitude towards 
non-knights. He treated me with deference because I was a 
Viscount, but as a non-knight at the time, it was apparent that 
he had no regard nor respect for me. As for acting, I view it as 
pretending raised to an art I do not support giving a peerage 
based on how well a person pretends to believe our ideals 
By the by, as one who actually tries to live the ideals of 
courtesy and chivalry at their best, I often fall short of the goal. 
When this happens, I do my best to recognize it, admit it, and 
make it right. I find that the pretenders will rarely do this. 

—Galen of Bristol [Ansteorra] 

I take me along wherever I go. If I have not gotten over 
the wrong someone has done to me then that will color any 
involvement about or with that person. If I have forgiven them 
the wrongs they did, my attitude will change with the forgive¬ 
ness. I can’t say as I ever forget. 

—Siobhan O’Riordain [Atlantic] 

VlGILjS 


About reputations preceding one... Spreading rumours 
is one thing; imparting a discretionary word of caution is an¬ 
other. I see the difference as telling someone in the group to 
which the person is moving that the person is a liar and should 
be avoided (spreading rumours), or telling someone in that 
group that the person should perhaps not be trusted in an office 
until he has proven himself worthy (word of caution). If 
someone has shown you that they are not worthy of your trust, 
then don’t,trust them. Don’t put yourself in a position to lose 
big. Don’t rely on them for a ride to the Beatle’s reunion 


Although nowadays Pelicans in Lochac have vigils 
one of my great regrets is that I never got to have one’ 
Madelaine’s Pelican vigil was great fun. Seeing that only the 
members of the Order involved know who will be getting the 
nod, they are theoretically the only ones who attend vigils. 
The vigil is almost the only time that I have heard serious dis¬ 
cussions about what a Peerage means. The duties and obliga¬ 
tions are talked about, the candidate gets to ask questions, and 
there is a reverential (if not holy) aura about the whole a ffair 

—Hrdlf Heijolfssen [West (Lochac)] 
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For me, my vigil was such a personal experience that I 
found I chafed quite a bit at imposed “tradition” not the least 
because there seemed to be not a lot of consensus on what that 
body of tradition might be. Then again. I’ve been a claster of 
icons for a number of years, and the fact that I spread my vigil 
out over two weekends both before and after my actual belting 
just serves to confirm in the minds of many how “difficult” 
/Edward insists on being, even in his later adolescence. 

—/Edward of Glastonburh [Meridies] 

Both times, when I received my Knighthood and my 
Pelican, I was surprised and did not have a change to stand (sit) 
vigil. I must admit I feel cheated, though it was no-one’s fault 
I love being told by others what the SCA means to them and 
what they believe a peerage really stands for. 

—John the Bearkiller [Meridies] 

I am not a peer, but I like the idea of vigils for all the 
peerages. If I should ever attain my goal of knighthood, I 
would like to hold a very formal vigil. 

I have no problem with some part of the vigil being a 
reception for non-peers. The majority of a vigil should be 
restricted to peers, or even to just knights or laurels or pelicans. 

I see a vigil as an opportunity to be counseled about the impor¬ 
tant step about to be taken...[and] a time to contemplate, alone, 
what it means to be a peer. 

—Conor mac Cinneide [Ansteorra] 

Atlantia does peers-only vigils and the vigilees seem to 
like them. I, for one, am glad I was knighted before vigils be¬ 
came all the rage. The somber, serious talk about peerage found 
at most vigils would convince me not to be one. 

—Gyrth Oldcastle [Atlantia] 

neLiGion 

THE SCA IS A BUNCH OF LONG-HAIRED 
HIPPY MALES IN DRESSES AND PUSHY, FAT 
WOMEN WHO ARE PROBABLY ALL 
SATANISTS AND LIBERALS! 

That is one possible view from outside; an extreme one, but 
how many of you have heard that or some variant? And the 
problem is, it has just enough truth in it to hurt. 

The SCA, taken as a group, has a much higher percentage 
of men with longer-than-fashionable hair, who sport an awful 
lot of face fuzz, who do wear things that look like dresses or at 
least not shirt/pants combo that outsiders think they would be 
comfortable in. Many of the women in our group are of the 
wide-hipped and strong-minded persuasion (our view of 
feminine beauty leans more towards the Rubenesque and 
liberated than average). 

BOTH groups, while perhaps minorities even within the 
SCA, are still present in a more visible way than in the general 
populace. So, while we have plenty of slim, quiet women and 
short-haired, clean-shaven men in tunic/trews outfits, an 
OUTSIDER will visually edit them out and see the greater 
concentration of the unusual. 

Same goes for the latter two, less visually obvious cate¬ 


gories. If the OUTSIDER isn’t frightened off visually and 
hangs around to listen to us, he will often find that (again, as a 
group) we are more liberally disposed than average: more of 
the women (and men) are feminist, pro-choice, environmental¬ 
ist, progay (or at least politely neutral), etc. We are also rela¬ 
tively tolerant religiously and those who belong to “different” 
faiths can be more relaxed and obvious about their choices. 

Because the average American either does not know or does 
not wish to know that Paganism and Satanism are two com¬ 
pletely different and unrelated things (Satanism is a Christian 
Heresy—REALLY—ask any Jesuit!), tolerance for Paganism 
in many people’s minds equates to tolerance for Satanism, 
Q.E.D. 

The point of all this is to show where we stand already in 
(a worst case) the outsider’s estimation. 

I know of some cases in which the non-conformity of the 
SCA has resulted in our inability to rent sites or the site being 
REALLY uncomfortable if they DID rent to us; I’m sure many 
of you know of other cases. 

The fact that we officially support or practice NO religious 
activity is one of the things that makes us at least marginally 
acceptable. By moving religious activity out of the “official 
event area” we hold ourselves (as a group) exempt from charges 
of blasphemy, religious favoritism, etc., etc. Let’s face it, we 
are already beyond the pale for the “hard-core Religious Right.” 

The people we are trying not to spook are the conservatively 
inclined middle-of-the-road people, who might be able to 
tolerate our outward appearance until they get to know us 
better, but would be scared off if they thought we used or 
abused their favorite theology. 

—Geoffrey d’Ayr of Montalban [East] 

[There ends the serialized rant of Bishop Geoffrey, written on St. Valentine's Day of this 
year, the first two installments of which can be found in Issue #9, p. 9 and #10, p22, 
for those who would like to read them all together for the full effect. —xlflaED] 

As historical background, here are the Society’s original 
rules on religion, from the the Corpora Vol. I, dated 1971. I 
believe these were in effect until the next edition of Corpora 
came out in 1979. 

VOLUME TWO, Entry Number Three 
Policy on Magic and Religion 

The Board of Directors of the Society for Creative 
Anachronism, Inc., acknowledges the existence of magical and 
religious phenomena, at least as psychological factors, that 
can be used for the good or ill of the Society and its members. 
The following policy shall therefore be enforced, for the intent 
to use religious, magical, or psychic powers dishonorably is 
unethical and constitutes grounds for censure. 

The Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc., shall neither 
establish nor prohibit any system of magic or religion among 
its members. It is therefore unlawful to violate or infringe the 
religious or magical freedom of the Empire and of its mem¬ 
bers, collectively and individually, by performing a religious 
or magical ceremony at any official S.C.A. event or in associ¬ 
ation with the name of the S.C.A. in such a way as to (a) 
imply that the rite is official authorized, sponsored, or pro¬ 
mulgated by the S.C.A.; (b) force participants or bystanders at 
the event, by either direct or indirect pressure, to join the rite; 
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(c) perform the rite in such a location as forces others to par¬ 
ticipate or observe whether they will or not; (d) cause reli¬ 
gious, magical, or psychic effects upon those who do not wish 
to endure them; or (e) invoke supernatural powers or gods to 
the political or social benefit or detriment of any member of 
the S.C.A., of the S.C.A. as a whole, or of any of its parts 
and branches. 

It shall be unlawful for the S.C.A. or any member acting 
in the name of the S.C.A., or any of its parts or branches, to 
interrupt of interfere with any person’s lawful ceremonies, or 
for an officer to discriminate against any member of the 
S.C.A. upon religious, magical, or psychic grounds. It shall 
likewise be unlawful for any member to claim such interfer¬ 
ence without specific and objective evidence. 

Nothing in these laws shall forbid the performance by com¬ 
petent representatives of religious, magical, or psychical 
groups and movements of ceremonies previous to an official 
event of the S.C.A. with the intention of benefiting the event 
and those gathered at it as a whole, e.g., with the intent of 
preventing rain, major injuries, the unethical use of religious, 
magical, or psychic powers, etc. 

It shall be unlawful for any combatant at an official S.C.A. 
event knowingly and deliberately to use any amulet or device 
of magical, religious, or psychic nature to give him thereby an 
advantage upon the field of honour. 

Recognition of magical, religious, or psychical organiza¬ 
tion^) by the S.C.A., or any of it branches, shall not be based 
on the magical, religious, or psychical claims of such groups. 

[then followed the definitions of shires, baronies, etc.] 

The new Corpora came out in 1979 and was mailed to kings, 
kingdom seneschals, and I don’t know who else. The magic 
part was out. Being at the time seneschal of Atenveldt 
(including, then, the Outlands and Ansteorra), I pointed out that 
the policy on religion had been left out and might need to be 
put back in. A revised version of that 1979 Corpora was 
mailed in 1980 to every member who got T.I.. The new policy 
on religion was back in and about the same, but “the empire” 
phrase was out, “rite” was changed to “ceremony,” “device” was 
changed to “artifice,” “psychical” to “psychic,” and an ending 
was tacked on that said recognition of an organization or indi¬ 
vidual wouldn’t constitute acknowledgement of the religious, 
magical or psychic claims of such groups or indivi duals 

If there had never been any problems in the first place 
(before 1971), I don’t suppose it would have been put in at all, 
and if there hadn’t been instances in which it had been invoked. 
I’m sure I wouldn’t have even noticed that it was left out. I 
wanted it in because people were using it. Over the years it 
kept people from making the SCA appear to be a Christian or a 
Pagan organization. It allowed people to request that religions 
they were not fond of be out of sight. 

Comments people have made in ThinkWell lead me to be¬ 
lieve that the provisions are accepted and appreciated. 

The current policy (revised July 1988) is: 

Having no wish to recreate the religious conflicts of the period 
under study. The Society for Creative Anachronism, 
Incorporated, shall neither establish nor prohibit any system of 
belief among its members. No one shall perform any reli¬ 
gious or magical ceremony at a Society event (or in associa¬ 
tion with the name of the Society) in such a way as to imply 


that the ceremony is authorized, sponsored, or promulgated by 
the Society or to force anyone at a Society event, by direct or 
indirect pressure, to observe or join the ceremony. However, 
this provision is in no way intended to discourage the study of 
historical belief systems and their effects on the development 
of Western culture. 

Except as provided herein, neither the Society nor any 
member acting in its name or that of any of its parts shall in¬ 
terfere with any person’s lawful ceremonies, nor shall any 
member discriminate against another upon ground related to 
either’s system of belief. 

Amulets are legal now, so if you think it will help your 
fighting, it seems you’re free to haul out the old charm box. I 
always remember the Holy Cross basketball team cheating 
against our poor public school team by making the sign of the 
cross before a free throw. Well if you see a guy crossing him¬ 
self or his weapons just before a bout, it’s legal. 

I think that, just as it is in the United States, “freedom of 
religion” is being extended to “freedom from religion.” 

—Ailflasd of Duckford [Outlands] 

It is no more appropriate to have tolerant Christianity at 
events than Wicca...so don t go holier-than-moi over how 
much more valid [Christian] literature is at events than pagan¬ 
ism, it still is a very minor historical force even if it’s a major 
literary one. 

—Charles of Dublin [Caid] 

I suspect the reason it is “ok” for pagans to be intoler¬ 
ant toward Christians, but not the other way around, is the 
same reason that it is “ok” for blacks to accuse whites of 
racism, but not the other way around. The pagans or blacks are 
perceived as the “oppressed minority” and so are granted a little 
more leeway than the majority. This is not to say that such 
prejudice and bigotry is right on either hand, only that it 
happens. 

—Tivar Moondragon [Ansteorra] 

Perhaps Peter’s “Beltane Coronation/Easter Coronation” 
question can be analyzed from this perspective: people tend to 
be more tolerant of paganism because paganism is more toler¬ 
ant of people. You will not find pagans on TV, ranting about 
how Christians are destroying the moral fibre of our society. 
There are no pagan “holy texts” that claim non-believers must 
be put to the sword, or that non-believers will “go to hell.” 
There are no historical records of pagans enacting an 
inquisition on non-pagans. Or of pagans not hiring non¬ 
pagans due to their religion. 

When I hear Christianity” or any of its buzzwords (Easter, 
Pentecost, etc.) the first thing that jumps into my mind in in¬ 
tolerance and oppression, especially when the Chris tianit y is 
Medieval Christianity. You say “Vatican City,” I hear 
“Auschwitz.” 

It should also be noted that Christianity is the Johnny- 
come-lately, and that the Christian holidays (Easter, Christmas 
etc.) are merely rehashes of the Pagan Holidays (Beltane, Yule! 
etc.) The Virgin Mary is a simple borrowing of the goddess—^ 
the list goes on and on. 

On the psychological level, we are all products of the 20th 


TftlURttfeLL 


Issue #11 







century, like it or not. Terms like “Yule,” Beltane,” “Revel,” 
etc., are terms we do not hear often in our mundane lives. A 
“Beltane Coronation” has a more period flavor than “Easter 
Coronation” for the same reason that “Ducal Tourney & Revel” 
sounds more period than “Ducal Fighting Contest & Party. 

In closing, I wish to point out that although Christian 
symbols are permitted by the heralds, it is the fiverpointed star, 
a pagan symbol, that has been forbidden. Hardly “fashionable.” 

—Michael of the Isles [East] 

[/Elfleed's comments appear under language, p. 27, 
so as not to interrupt the flow of this column.] 

I wasn’t raised Catholic, I was brought up Fundie (in the 
Church of Christ, “C-squared” to the more irreverent of my 
friends). I don’t suppose this has affected my SCA existence 
all that much, but I did get to explain—repeatedly—to my 
mother than I was not involved with a “mid-evil cult” (as 
ODDosed to the really evil cults one finds elsewhere, I suppose). 

—Giles Hill [Caid] 

In answer to Peter Michaels (TW8), one of the major 
events in the West may be Beltane, but (at least in this part) 
another is Twelfth Night (a Christian Feast). Locally we have 
also celebrated Eid-ul-Fitre and the days of many different saints 
as well as other holy events of different sources. If the event is 
celebrating a particular Holy Day, the reason for the feast is 
treated with respect by all concerned, explanation is offered and 
all then can enjoy themselves within those terms. As an ex¬ 
ample, it would not be done to serve pork at a Muslim feast, 
the right hand would be used to eat with, and I strongly believe 
that out of deference alcohol should not be drunk. 

In Lochac we have an entrenched tolerance of people who 
take the part of monks. It may be because we have had them . 
around from the beginning when we knew no better. Indeed, 
my protege is known to travel under the cognomen of Brother 
Vasily, so I have to be tolerant. I even have no problem with 
Hieronymus the Sarabite selling indulgences. That has been 
done by many (both believers and non-) before and I am sure he 
would not pretend (nor anyone believe) that they were genuine. 

I realise that this tolerance was rarely practiced in the period 
we refer to, and we all carry some baggage of that period. 
Indeed, if we took our religion seriously within the SCA, I 
would have to question House de Montfort as to the behaviour 
of their members against the Cathars, seek redress from 
Muslims over their treatment of my co-religious Zoroastrians 
and would not be able to speak with many of my co-players (I 
would speak to them—they wouldn’t like me). 

I regard it as best if we all hold our religious beliefs private 
and do not force them upon others. I know that this conflicts 
with the requirements for both Muslims and Christians but, in 
the interests of not having real internal schisms and crusades, 
religion must be subservient to practicality. By the same 
token, and to avoid offending those who are genuinely reli¬ 
gious, those who take a specifically religious persona must act 
within the dictates of that religion. For Christians this means 
few practical restrictions; any religion that happily accommo¬ 
dates Alexander VI, Torquemada and Francis of Assisi has a fair 
amount of flexibility and until 1174, even marriage could be 
legal. On the other hand, “sacrificed teddy bears in Japanese or 


Druidical style” is offensive to adherents of many belief sys¬ 
tems. 1 Likewise Hebrew and Muslim personae should avoid 
pork, Muslims alcohol, animist Mongols should void stepping 
on door sills etc. I stress that this is not just to be consistent. 
How would you feel, as a sincere believer, if someone pretended 
to be one of your kith, committed some gross solipsism 
(within your reference frame) and then excused himself by 
saying ‘That’s OK, I was only playing at being you.” 

An example could be a person dressed as a Catholic Priest 
using some white, flat wafers “strangely”; a person clothed and 
talking like an Imam eating pork with both hands while 
drinking beer; —or a “Druid” who sacrificed stuffed toys (or 
even, regretfully. Smurfs). 

To Galen of Bristol: There are many religions which do not 
teach a “One True Faith,” it is just that not many are vigorous 
competitors against those that teach the other way. Examples 
include Taoist, Buddhist, Zoroastrian and Shinto as well as the 
Classical belief systems. 

To Bish: I am happy for you to maintain your persona and 
title via grandfathering. I would be very reluctant to see such 
use extended further beyond the lowest levels of the ecclesiastic 
hierarchies. 

—Hrolf Hetjolfssen [West (Lochac)] 

If someone were playing at being Christian, say, in 
some place where Christians were a minority and they were 
making errors in their “play,” I might correct them or I might 
not care. It wouldn’t offend me if someone pretending to be 
Baptist in some 1940’s recreational club was doing the jitter¬ 
bug. It might offend me if they started tearing pages out of a 
Bible and eating them or something really bizarre, but if 
they’re acting (“playing at being...”) then they might just be 
acting out ‘what if some Baptist got crazy and ate a Bible.’ 

At the risk of losing all my subscribers: The last time I 
wore my full nun’s habit was at the request of friends, when I 
was seven months pregnant the first time. I only wore it for a 
few hours at Outlandish, and people took pictures. 

At the investiture of Gunwaldt and myself as prince and 
princess of the Outlands ten years ago, the menu was to have 
included pork, but we were reminded pointedly that the outgo¬ 
ing prince would not/could not eat pork, as he was a member of 
a Muslim household. It was quickly removed from the menu 
with apologies. At the following Outlandish I passed through 
their camp where a pound of bacon was frying, and I said “You 
guys eat pork! How come...” and they said they were having 
ham later, too, but that was only in their own camp. None of 
them was really anything but Catholic or whatever protestant 
sect, although they had had one real-true Muslim in their 
household in the past. That’s all fine with me, but it just goes 
to show that you just have to use your best guess on all this 
religion business. 

—Ailflaed of Duckford [Outlands] 


1 Local witness account from idflad: I didn’t hear of anyone thinking it was anything 
but funny. It was done off from the main area, and the only people offended were kids 
who thought it was a great waste of a teddy bear. I think if anyone had really considered 
it offensive I would’ve heard about it. 


Issue #11 


TftiniOTeLL 


Page 25 







Unlike a great deal (if not most 1 ) of the SCA, I was raised 
Roman Catholic. (Now sure’n what else would a good Irish lad 
from Boston named Gerald Francis Xavier O’Leary be?) If 
asked, I usually claim to be a “bad Catholic” which means that 
I don’t go to Mass regularly—but that I do feel guilty about 
not going. 

I understand quite well that the Middle Ages revolved around 
Holy Mother Church, however I believe in strict separation of 
Church and Society no matter how invalid that makes our 
attempts at recreation. I agree with Sir William—we can all 
play at the Middle Ages since none of us are medieval, but I 
prefer not to have heretics, schismatics, atheists, pagans, and 
Anglicans playing at my religion. 

No offense to Master Damin but just saying 
“religious/magical aspects” of my religion is offensive. 
Religion is not drama. Drama can be created out of the 
elements present in the SCA already. 

I learned this lesson the hard way. At some event many 
years ago, I was running down the false prophet Mahound. A 
fellow with an Islamic persona took me aside privately and told 
me that my comments were offensive to him as he was mun¬ 
danely Islamic. I strive (imperfectly) never to offend faith acci¬ 
dentally. Cultures and customs sure, but belief no. Now I still 
give Duke Cariadoc and Lord Hossein (himself mundanely 
Islamic) grief about Allah the know-it-all, but I censor myself 
as to comment, circumstance, and audience in hopes of never 
offending belief. 

By the way, I have in 18 years seen only one or two in¬ 
stances where elements of Papist claptrap were used success¬ 
fully (that is I was not angry). There was a knight’s vigil at 
Pennsic where a priest of the Pittsburgh Diocese came and said 
Mass in a private camp. I have, on the other hand, experienced 
many travesties which made my blood run cool, if not icy cold, • 
during the same period. 

P.S. to Ferelith: I’m allergic to incense too—only I found 
out from being a thurifer. This and other tales of the world’s 
worst altar boy may be found in my memoirs. 

—Gyrth Oldcastle [Atlantia] 

Bish writes: “there are no followers of Islam in 
modern America for all practical purposes.” According to a 
piece I read recently, the number of American Muslims is cur¬ 
rently approaching the number of American Jews, and may pass 
it in the not too distant future. Most of them are immigrants 
from Muslim countries, and many of the rest are black 
American converts. Neither group is very common in the SCA, 
so Bish s basic point—that most of us have little contact with 
real Muslims—is correct. I think I only know one person in 
the society who is, to my knowledge, mundanely a Muslim. 

—Cariadoc of the Bow [Middle] 

I couldn’t agree more with Bish on his revulsion to the 
“Your people burned my people” attitude. As a Pagan, my view 
is that that is the karma of those who were burned, and who did 
the burning. Besides, I doubt Bish ever personally burned any- 


1 My unscientific impression is that actual RC’s are the minority outside of big RC 
population centers. This may be paranoia. —Gyrth 

Gyrth—in the “Bible Belt” RC is short for Royal Crown Cola. Don’t be paranoid. 

—/Elflsed 


one, or supported or condoned such action. 

I think we have good rules on this subject;’the SCA and its 
branches may not take action that implies sponsorship of a 
religious faith, nor hold religious ceremonies at the center of 
attention of an SCA event Please note that this precludes 
making coronation into a religious ceremony no matter how 
well advertised. 

I’m sorry, Ferelith, but your statement that “those who 
would be offended would know to wait until after the ceremony 
to come echoes Richard I’s ban on Jews attending his corona¬ 
tion. I don’t think it’s too much to ask a king that he follow 
Corpora (whence comes his authority) and keep religion out of 
the center of the event. It hurts my feelings that you would, in 
such “cavalier” fashion, dismiss those who are sensitive to reli¬ 
gious favoritism, or who simply expect the Crown to follow 
the rules, from one of the central activities of an entire 
kingdom. 

Of course, Lucky’s final paragraph (#10, page 24) high¬ 
lights the reason behind all this! 

I witnessed a “real” baptism, performed at Pennsic XVI by a 
Catholic priest who’d been asked to come on site for the 
purpose. Attendance was by invitation, and it was quite small. 
Of course the central figure was an unwilling participant, and 
quite vocal about it! 

Yes, Tivar, I was bom Catholic. 

—Galen of Bristol [Ansteorra] 

The Abbey” [in Caid, to which Sir Charles referred in 
TW#10, pg. 25] is styled on “The Abbey of Leng,” some 
imaginary group of ghouls in a Sci-Fi book. Not being up on 
top of Sci-Fi, I can’t give you the author of the books where 
the Abbey appears, although Lovecraft comes to mind. 

—Gwyneth merch Llewellyn [Caid] 

In Caerthe newer members may not know that their mild- 
mannered “Abbey” is short for “St. Mary’s Abbey and School 
for Mercenary Soldiers.” Al-Barran has “Wormwood Abbey.” 

—.Llflaxi of Duckford [Outlands] 

Many of our made-up words are terrible. Two of the 
worst describe the two traditions of knighthood in the East, the 
stick-jock knights and the faggot knights. I’ve had some 
success promoting the phrases fighterly knights and less 
fighterly knights in their places. Surely we can do better than 
this. Anyone? 

—Andreas Hak [East] 

Wow. Haven’t ever heard it. We just say “knights” (or 
belts, to encompass Masters). I hope your area’s usage 
doesn t spread. (Although your problem will pale before what 
is said about some of the Laurels if they “become knights”) 

In the “religion” section of this issue, Michael of the Isles 
argued jhat “Beltane” sounded more period than “Easter.” 
Exotic is the word, and he acknowledges that by saying it’s a 
word we hear less frequently. Easter is a plenty period word, 
and more common than “Beltane” in those days by far, just 
because it was a Teutonic word and not a Gaelic one. The word 
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“Easter” is from the name of an ancient Dawn Goddess, so if 
that makes the pagan community feel better I will be thrilled. I 
had an great aunt named Easter. The Easter bunny is not in the 
Bible. We tend to reject things (words and objects) which are 
current in the 20th century. We should try not to. 

As to the Virgin Mary being a “simple” borrowing of the 
goddess, or of the five-pointed star belonging to the pagans, I 
think you would have fun reading Jung’s “Man and His 
Symbols.” There are more religions than Christianity and 
Paganism, and their similarities are often greater than their 

differences. „ __ . . 

—iElflaed of Duckford [Outlands] 


I believe that for a North African persona OK is a 
period word. It derives from the Wolof (Nigerian) word hokay 
and could possibly be known to someone from the northern 

littoral due to extensive trade links. 

—HrOlf HeijOlfssen [West (Lochac)] 

13 IT ft^POCItfTIC^L TO BG FB16I1DLY 

torrid 3 oyvieooe ?ot( Tfiirjfi fi#3 

00 BHJSI-0633 B610G # Peep?” 

[question sllgbttE rephrase* *><* s *v>e thought) 

What is hypocritical is NOT being friendly to those 
who are not peers. Unless you sprang full-grown from the 
brow of Zeus (a small subset, at best), someone was friendly to 
you before you got a peerage, which is how you were able to 
learn. Right? If it was good enough when you were on the 
receiving end.... 

On the other hand, perhaps the question refers to those who 
are already peers, but perhaps should not be. In which case, the 
first thing we need to do is get clear on the difference between 
hypocrisy and civility and good manners. Being civil to some¬ 
one frequently requires less than total honesty; anyone who is 
unwilling to make this much concession to good manners had 
best become a hermit on a desert island. You are not required by 
good manners to pretend to be close friends with individuals 
whom you intensely dislike; you are reasonably expected to be 
civil to them in most circumstances. All of which applies re¬ 
gardless of whether either of you are peers. 

—William the Lucky [West] 

I have spoken against friends in Peerage circles and will 
condnue to do so. I would not be a true friend to them if I ad¬ 
vised their elevadon when they were not ready for it. Peers 
should associate with anyone, not just other Peers. A Peer 
who is so exclusive is the sort that inspires “Peer Fear” and 
makes it harder for the rest of us. Anyhow, how did that 
fighter know that ^lflaed had spoken against him? Are not 
peerage discussions supposed to be private and within the 

Order? „ 

—Hrolf Herjolfssen [West (Lochac)] 

It wasn’t me the story was about, but another peer. 
Yes it was supposed to be private, which made it all the worse. 
The original quesdon came from real life, a couple of incidents 
in which peers who voted against people they knew well 
enough to vote against in confidential situadons were addressed 
by their peer-peers with “But <he/she/it> is your friend, as 


though being friends with a person precluded saying they 
weren’t yet ready to be peers. 

—Ailflaed of Duckford [Outlands] 

I know many, many people in the Society who are 
kinder, gender, and more intelligent than I am. They are prob¬ 
ably not going to be peers because they don’t quite fit the 
sometimes-vague guidelines for the Orders. I also know a 
bunch of fighters who are more chivalrous on the field than 
many knights or masters. They just don’t fight as well. The 
very idea that there are people in the SCA who are peers that 
consider non-peers as somehow unworthy gives me cause to 

doubt their sanity. - . 

—John the Bearkiller [Meridies] 


In my opinion one of the greatest things about the 
SCA is the diversity of its members. The SCA appeals to 
such a wide range of people for so many different reasons. 
Limidng oneself to friendship with only those who may be¬ 
come peers seems so elitist, and contrary to the ideals of the 
SCA. 

—Lady Elfwyn de Barfleur [Triinaris] 


^CCePTTOG BLOCKS 


As I’ve oft said, Meridies gives and takes the lightest 
blows in the Society. It is neither good nor bad, chivalrous or 
not, it is simply the way we do things. Other kingdoms do it 
differendy, each according to their tastes. Each kingdom has 
their own levels of what is light, medium, and hard shots. 
This changes from person to person, from area to area. Down 
here, I have a difficult time explaining that taking harder blows 
is just a matter of how your kingdom evolved. Some of our 
fighters, including some chivalry, yell and get red in the face 
when they talk of other kingdom standards. I have heard 
Meridian warriors state “I ain’t goin' to no Pennsics! The 
Middle and East won’t take my shots and they’ll crush my 
head.” These people are in a minority, but I’ve also heard East 
and Middle fighters say the same thing about the other. The 
only time I really worry about blow calling is when fighters 
from the same area or kingdom start getting upset and worried 
about a person in their own group. I’ve fought in a bunch of 
places and only once (at a Pennsics) have I ever just given up 
and walked away from someone because they disgusted me. I 
don’t feel too wimpy though. A whole bunch of other people 
have walked away from this same person. I usually have little 
problem, though one year at Pennsics, I wore a squire’s belt 
and couldn’t get anyone to call my blows. It does help to have 
the right regalia. 

TrvVin thd rMPTlnlPSl 


As a non-fighter, officially I’m either not supposed to have 
an opinion on this subject, or I’m not entitled to one (depends 
on the company). -However, like all ladies who are attached to 
a fighter, I have decided views on this subject My views are 
shaped in a large part on how my husband. Sir Garth, views it, 
except he’s ever so much more forgiving towards transgressors 
than lam. I do not like it one bit when my lord gets killed by 
somebody who was struck (sometimes more than once) with a 
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killing blow earlier on in the fight but shrugged it off. I think 
shooting is too good for the expletive-deleted who pulls that 
sort of stunt all the time. However, I am not the one out on 
the field, and Garth views fighting as being about honor, not 
about winning. Slowly but very surely, honor has come to 
mean more to me than winning, too., I still care about 
winning (Garth doesn’t, or is a very good faker), but valuing 
honor above the win has enabled me to go up to the victor and 
be sincere in giving some gracious congratulations, and in 
commiserating with the loser on a fight well-done. 

—Tatiana Nokolaevna Tumanova [West] 

fuQjSPIT^LIT^ 

If someone rings from the airport to say “Hello,” we 
do not stop to ask if they are a Peer. We jump in the car, go 
and pick them up and let the Shire know that there is a visitor 
in town. We then try to get them accommodation where they 
will be most comfortable (if we think they may be unhappy 
with us). Some have stayed only for a meal, others for a 
month. Some I have never found out if they have titles or not, 
if it comes out it comes out. My main regret is that we are 
lousy correspondents and all these nice people send us letters 
and cards and we sometimes do not get back to them (hi to 
those in the Baronies of Dragonsspine and North Woods). We 
have even starting asking visiting US navel vessels if there are 
any SCA people on board; sometimes they even know what we 
mean. 

—Hrolf Herjolfssen [West (Lochac)] 

We’ve moved around enough to know how it is_ 

sometimes it takes a bit of time to be accepted in a new group, 
and sometimes it just can’t be done. We were lucky enough to 
move (most recently) to Starkhafn, a very open and friendly 
bunch. When we first moved to Storvik we were befriended by 
one gracious lady, who even found me a job. And earlier, when 
we moved to Thor’s Mountain, one of the locals let us stay in 
her house one weekend while we were apartment-hunting—also 
gracious above and beyond. Almost every move we have found 
a few immediate friends, and then taken about a year to be 
accepted in the group. We felt lost in the crowd at Storvik 
events—never attended the council meetings—they moved 
every month, and were in another state—but we got to know 
some people at music practices. It may be easier to make 
friends at a small function such as fighter practice, sewing 
class, whatever, and then go to an event after you know 
somebody. 

—Lady rEthelthryth of Acleah [Caid] 

Artan MacAilin asks “if people would have been as nice to 
us if we hadn’t been nobility.” Many years ago I tried the 
experiment. I had been disturbed by a conversation with some 
relatively new people, who saw the SCA as cliquish, closed to 
everyone who did not have rank or lots of obvious talent. A 
few years later I happened to be spending a quarter in Southern 
California. I used a slightly different name and acted as if I was 
someone of no particular rank from out of kingdom. The 
people of Caid were courteous and hospitable to the person I 
was pretending to be. 

—Cariadoc of the Bow [Middle] 


Does Tt*e Ti*e 

vem? 

Of course not. The purpose of the regalia, however, is not 
the aggrandizement of the individual but rather the highlighting 
of their position so that their example can be shown to more 
people. I believe that if I wear my accoutrements then there is 
an increased pressure to perform to a higher standard of 
chivalry, because of the tendency for others, especially those 
who are new, to look to the example of the peers. 

I do agree with Cariadoc that it is enjoyable to play the low- 
key point and have someone discover you are royalty after 
having spoken with you for some time. I have been fortunate 
enough to have this experience and have always treasured the 
response. Additionally, however, there is the annoying ten¬ 
dency of some people to treat peers very differently. During the 
same Pennsic where I managed to escape incognito into the 
merchants and eventually stunned the unbelted combatants with 
whom I was speaking (someone came up and blew it with a 
simple. Your Majesty!”), I was treated with shallow rudeness 
by several merchants. When I made another pass the next day 
they were all sweetness and cream. It was annoying and 
disturbing. What did they expect to gain? 

I do generally wear my accoutrements, or at least some of 
them, for the reasons I cited above. I believe in the ability of 
the tournament to press our character and force us to actively 
choose virtue over victory. I also believe in the power of 
accoutrements to do the same thing. And, as several people in 
Caid explained, badges of rank add to their perception of the 
magic so long as they don’t go to your h ead 

—Brion Thombird Ap Rhys [West] 

It’s a great thought that everyone should treat all others 
equally kindly regardless of their rank, but would y6u respond 
differently to these people coming to the door of your home?- 
a kid selling candy 

a missionary [pick your least favorite kind] 

Ed McMahon 

the governor of your state 

some scary looking weirdo you don’t know 

an unknown SCA-dressed guy with a belt and chain on. 

Many people would consider the last guy to be the scary look¬ 
ing weirdo, but our conditioning is different. Isn’t it possible 
that one of the duties of peers and royalty is to accept the extra 
attention and courtesy shown by people to their “superiors” (the 
governor) or people they think might benefit them (Ed 
McMahon)? 1 I don’t think it’s a bad thing to be nicer to a nun 
than to a wmo. I’m not suggesting that peers are to non-peers 
as nuns are to winos, but there is a continuum in each person’s 
mind some sort of rating scale—and while it’s a nice thought 
to treat every person as the possible second coming of Christ, 
it doesn t really happen (except maybe with Mother Theresa, 
speaking of nuns). Peers should try not to fault people for 
acting as humans instinctively act. It bugs me, too, to see 
someone be nice to me for being a peer but to be mean to 


I ^ chac: Ed McMihon “ * TV guy just waiting to give some lucky person 
millions of dollars in a magazine sales promotion. y 
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someone they don’t know is traveling with me (meaning I get 
to hear the story on the way home). I just think that insisting 
that all people be treated equally would backfire and result in 
rude treatment for royalty before newcomers would be treated 
universally as well as the fanciest knights and laurels. Some 
people have only so much nice in them and they save it for 
special occasions. It may be that noblesse oblige requires you 
to accept it graciously. 

—lifted of Duckford [Outlands] 


When my protege is ready to be made a Pelican, which is 
my desire that one day he will, then I will give him my medal¬ 
lion. Until then I would regard him as being very presumptu¬ 
ous to have obtained one for himself. I would count this 
against his development It is assumed, unless stated other¬ 
wise, that all fighters would like to be Knights, all artisans 
Laurels and all masochists Pelicans—it is just rather gauche to 
proclaim your ambitions or campaign. I think that this would 
be a general feeling around Lochac. On the other hand the 
squire/apprentice/protege is openly acknowledged with a 
coloured belt with the arms of their Knight/Laurel/Pelican on it 
for all to see so they have some “regalia” already. 

—Hrolf Heijdlfssen [West (Lochac)] 

C£UHP£HGIUIH? FQlft P88R£68 

Okay, here I go, a non-peer speaking out on a taboo 
subject: As my Pelican is fond of saying, “The taking of an 
associate is only the formalization of a relationship which al¬ 
ready exists between a peer and a non-peer.” As I have said 
before, I think that a peer can help an associate to smooth out 
the rough spots, but I don’t want to be crammed into someone 
else’s mold. I have found my associations with my Laurel and 
Pelican to be wonderful. I have learned so much, and have 
gained many invaluable friendships. I have a couple of very 
trustworthy people to ask for advice when dealing with SCA 
(and sometimes mundane) situations, and have a couple of great 
sounding boards for the best and the worst of my ideas without 
fear of these half-baked opinions being used against me in the 
future. The only negative aspect of wearing my belts is all the 
unsolicited advice I get from everyone else on how to become a 
peer. (Do more ... do less ... specialize ... develop a wider 
scope ... change ... refuse to change ... talk to Laurels so they 
get to know you ... don’t talk to the Laurels or they will think 
you are kissing up...) Uh huh, great advice. I’ll just develop 
multiple personality disorder and follow it all! Or, maybe not 
I joined the SCA for fun, and that’s what I’m going to pursue. 
I don’t see how anyone can kiss up successfully! How do you 
please all the peers all the time? (Geez that even sounds ex¬ 
hausting.) It seems to me that campaigning for a peerage illus¬ 
trates a definite problem in the perception of the candidate. 
Either the candidate feels their work is not good enough to 
warrant a peerage, or he/she thinks that the peerage will not el¬ 
evate them based on the work they do. I stand by my previous 
statement that someone who is campaigning should be helped 
by the peers to get over it—gentle help please, not some form 
of SCA torture designed to purify the soul, or the peerage. 

—Elfwyn de Barfleur [Trimaris] 


ciaeiDiT 

CEBITS HOT DK6 

It happens, sometimes, in life, that one has gotten 
one’s way so many times that such a charge is being built up 
in the surrounding area that the next time that person succeeds 
in any way, frustration and jealousy will turn to vengeance. 
Were you about to be in such a situation yourself someday, 
you might consider this: Is it more important that a good idea 
be implemented, or that proper credit be given to its origins? If 
one has indeed “gotten far” in the Society, perhaps enough 
attention and reward have come too. If that’s true, it might be 
necessary to send some ideas, however clever and patentable, off 
on their own, to be used anonymously, or to the credit of a 
general bull session or even to the credit of another individual 
(who may or may not be aware that the idea was not his own). 

In the same way that a group might resist the best idea on 
earth just because it’s from a kingdom they don t like, a group 
might reject a good suggestion because of the individual who 
made it SCA groups tend to use a playground approach to 
decision-making—the “let’s take turns” method. People with 
good ideas sometimes wander off during the turns of those 
whose ideas were pretty lousy, but it was their turn. 

It’s possible that you can get your way more often by 
spreading “your way” around than by insisting that people 
know that all those great ideas were yours and that you get 
credit for them, and awards, and thanks. You need to be pre¬ 
pared to resist indefinitely the urge to say, “Ha! I fooled you! 
That was really my idea, you know.” Life’s rough sometimes 
when you get your way too much. 

—iElflaed of Duckford [Outlands] 

Thank you for mentioning Mistress Cher’s passing. 
She was a friend of mine and is greatly missed. You might be 
interested in knowing that at our Crown Tourney this weekend 
(late May) her proteges were taken by the whole order, along 
with a person she had asked to become a protege but hadn’t 
officially taken yet. 

—Elfwyn de Barfleur [Trimaris] 


sc# 


About five years back, William and Rosamund Coeur de 
Boeuf (Baron and Baroness Coeur d’Ennui) were killed in an 
automobile accident, and buried in regalia. Coeur d’Ennui is in 

Calontir. Des Moines, Iowa. 

—Master Einar Lutemaker [Middle] 


I think it was more than five years, and also that there 
were two other officers of that barony in the same car, on the 
way to an event. If someone would like to write and tell us 
more about that, I would be grateful. What was done and said 
at the event, when it was known? Are there continuing 
memorial activities? 

—/Elflsed of Duckford [Outlands] 
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Ah well, it was inevitable that this/these subjects would 
come up. I suspect that AIDS has made its presence felt else¬ 
where in the SCA; I know that it has in Bryn Madoc, where we 
lost a member to the illness nearly two years ago (this 
October). Ric was a pretty quiet guy who was not partic ular ly 
known in the Society for flamboyance; then again, by the time 
he found us, I suspect most of his energies were focussed else¬ 
where. He was, however, a fine costumer and competent 
scholar, and his time with us in Bryn Madoc was too brief. 
For Ric and those others I know in the Society (as well as out) 
who are HIV positive, the clock has either run or is running 
still, a constant and potent reminder of the implacability of this 
disease. I hope that everyone who has been touched by these 
lives takes lessons from them as well—that there are no guar¬ 
antees, we don’t know how much time we will have, and if 
you’ve got business you need to transact with those you love, 
do it today. And, as our nameless Mend has urged, be careful 
as you walk through the world. That won’t always be enough, 
but it is sometimes all that we can do. 

To touch briefly on a side issue raised by /Elflaed, there has 
been at least one case in Meridies of the status of a person’s 
life-threatening illness entering into private deliberations about 
their worthiness/readiness for an award. As far as I know, it 
has never been a factor in formal discussions, but I expect that 
to change in the future. 

And yes, /Elflaed, print all of this. Print my name. Print 
Ric’s name. He would probably have argued that people have 
been too quiet about this too long as it is, and it may well be 
as the propagandists suggest, that silence=death on this issue. 

—Edward of Glastonburh [Meridies] 

Do honor and chivalry touch on this? Abso-damn- 
lutely! If I am under any obligation or constraint to protect my 
liege lord or lady, or one of my people, or my friends, then 
how may I overlook threats to their lives (self-induced or not)? 
It’s a matter of degrees: I would far rather offend someone by 
discussing matters usually considered private than attend their 
funeral. 

To /Elflaed’s question regarding peer/candidate interaction: If 
I (as a peer) know that a candidate is behaving in a life-threaten¬ 
ing manner—whether it is having unsafe sexual contact or 
sprinkling caltrops in the sandbox—it will certainly affect my 
evaluation of that person as a potential peer. 

FYI: AIDS has already ‘touched’ the Society...so far as I 
am aware, we lost the first of our cousins in October XIV 
(1988). There are certainly others of us who are HIV-positive: 
The LA Times reports (May 27,1992) that infection rates may 
be as high as one in every 250 Americans. There is going to 
be an SCA AIDS quilt, co-ordinated out of the East by a mem¬ 
ber of Clan Blue Feather (the gay/lesbian/bisexual special- 
interest group). The risk of this disease cannot be overempha¬ 
sized... please, play safely. 

—Giles Hill [Caid] 

Why is this person trying to frighten me? Or is the 
point that the SCA should take upon itself responsibility for 
AIDS education? /Elflasd, are you suggesting that we should 


require blood tests for peerage candidates? Do they drive safely? 
Do they wear their seatbelts in the car? How many things do 
we want to consider? I understand already that if I sleep with 
five people, and each of them slept with five people, then it’s 
as if I’ve slept with Geraldo Rivera twice! Are you asking 
peerage circles to consider condom usage as a qualification? 
What if you believe that it’s dishonorable to consider a method 
with a 15% failure rate to be “safe sex”? 

Please add this to the list of Things We Won’t Discuss. I’d 
rather write about abortion. Hell, I’d rather write about Calafia! 
Too much hostility here. 

—Galen of Bristol [Ansteorra] 

Are SCA people better and more honorable than 
those “outside”? Are they more disease-free? Would it matter 
if the guy was fooling with your sister (proverbial, SCA, or 
otherwise)? I’m not giving the answer. I’m just asking the 
question. 

Every magazine I had picked up for a month had an AIDS 
article and so, thinking it must be a post office requirement or 
something, I put one in too. 

Once there was a venereal disease which could be cured with 
penicillin, and that was good news for half a dozen or more 
gentlemen in this barony. This disease came with a pedigree, 
having been brought in person by a young lady who got it di¬ 
rectly from a famous baron in another kingdom. Did that make 
it a more noble disease? 

As to AIDS, I myself have two of the three big “risk 
factors”—I had sex with a “bi-sexual” [I don’t like that term, 
but...]. His male partner had been a friend of mine for ten 
years, yiruses don’t recognize Mendship, though, or motive, 
or anything else. I hadn’t heard of AIDS then, and when I did I 
knew that if I had it that Keith/Gunwaldt might get it from me. 
He had had more partners than I’d had, but I was the most 
dangerous one (I hope). It was after that that I had the two 
blood transfusions... 

I was tested last fall, when I was pre-registering to have the 
baby. I thought they were testing me because of my sexual 
history, even though it had been over a dozen years ago; no, 
they said, it was the transfusion in 1986 at their own hospital 
that they were worried about 

At Grand Outlandish every year our dear Lady Merlina, 
chirurgeon extraordinaire, gives an uplifting speech about 
Bubonic Plague. Should the SCA take upon itself responsibil¬ 
ity for Bubonic Plague education? Sometimes, yeah—and not 
only because it s such a period disease—just because it’s nice 
to warn someone about something dangerous. If you perceive 
that someone is near a dangerous precipice, it could be 
considered polite—even gallant and maybe chivalrous—to say 
“Be careful.” 

—AElflaed of Duckford [Outlands] 

"raqnD£H6" 

About William Blackfox’s comment, “The SCA is 
considered a branch of Fandom in general”: What! By whom? 
Certainly, not by me or any other five hundred SCA people i 
could name. Granted there is some overlap between the SCA 
and Fandom, but there’s also overlap between the SCA and war 
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gamers. Regency buffs. Church of Satan, and the left-handed. 
Certainly the percentage overlap with Fandom was larger a 
decade and a half ago, but since then there has been constant 
improvement. There are limits to civilized discourse and name¬ 
calling like this comment is outside of those boundaries. 

—Gyrth Oldcastle [Atlantia] 

I don’t know anyone who’s in any sort of Satanic activity. 
[Let me rephrase that: I don’t know that I know anyone, and 
please don’t rush in to say, “Oh, sure you do!” and name me 
names. I like not knowing anyone like that.] 

The matter of fandom-relatedness and other generalizations 
about the SC A is close to the heart of what ThinkWell is 
about. A person who lives in a group which always is aware 
of a connection between the SCA and X needs to know that 
there are people in groups which are never aware of the same 
thing. Something which is entirely pervasive in one area will 
be shocking or totally unknown in another area, maybe the 
next area down the road. Climb up high and look around at 
how many different local groups there are, and how profoundly 
different they are in some ways, and try not to say “The SCA 
is...” Without qualifying it (at least in your head) with “in my 
area,” or “in my experience” or “these days around here.’ Long 
ago, in a group of people which is now physically and socially 
dispersed, there was a barony whose personal interactions and 
politics were based heavily on marijuana—who used it, who 
didn’t—and it was common at after-revels to smoke openly 
whatever dope hadn’t already been smoked (less openly, if we 
were lucky) at the event. Once when I was kingdom seneschal 
the king sent someone to distract me so that he could finish 
what he was smoking, sitting in a chair right in front of his 
clearly-marked tent. Of course I tried to discourage it, but the 
degree to which it was A BIG CRIME was in the eye of the 
beholder. I do not want anyone to endanger the existence of the 
SCA for anything. When a site says “dry” I think we should 
enforce that When we’re supposed to pay fees I don’t want us 
to try to cheat the site owners by lying about the real gate 
count. Anything which will get the SCA in trouble with the 
real world, I don’t want. 

At various places and times, the smoking of marijuana 
ranges from being a big-time felony to a misdemeanor to hay¬ 
ing been legal for a while in Alaska. When someone in 
Arizona would become livid and threatening about the fact that 
someone from (and in) New Mexico owned and smoked mari¬ 
juana, it was hard to calm them. In Arizona it was a felony; in 
New Mexico, a misdemeanor, but we were in the same king¬ 
dom. It’s kind of like the gun issue, in which some people 
have strong, justifiable negative feelings about guns based on 
personal experience with death of children, etc., or simply from 
having been raised in a culture or area where gun ownership is 
not accepted. It’s the same with many other things, too, 
including whether it’s respectable to admit you’re involved in 
science fiction or comic book fandom, and if you do, whether 
you want to drag me or Gyrth down 1 with you. 

Consider: Has your area ever had to deal with considering 
the use of a site which prohibits the presence of certain races or 
religions? We haven’t here, but I’ve heard of it. Have you had 


^ Or up, or over... 


any young female members lured away by bigamists? It wasn’t 
as shocking in Loch Salann (Salt Lake City) as it would have 
been other places. 

Keep reading ThinkWell. If there’s ever a big “tolerance 
contest” I’m sure we’ll be able to field the best and biggest 
team. 

—Ailflaed of Duckford [Outlands] 

Priorities; always a problem in the SCA. I had a friend 
complain to me recently “If only there was a weekend after the 
weekend, then I might get everything done.” It is hard, particu¬ 
larly if one is. still in what I call the gonzo stage of SCA 
involvement (N.B. This has nothing to do with length of time 
in the group, more to do with attitude, heavily influenced by 
finances and the pressures of “real life”~kfw), to get done all 
the things one wants to do, and I have to admit, housecleaning 
ranks low on my list of things I want to do. The parts that are 
critical get done (dishes, laundry, cleaning the catbox), the rest 
gets done as time and energy permit (the interior of my car is 
the laughingstock of parts of three kingdoms—it is often re¬ 
ferred to as the Mobile Recycling Facility). We host about two 
arts workshops a month, plus going to monthly Barony meet¬ 
ing ... fighting practices ... dance practice ... archery some¬ 
times ... and events a couple of weekends a month (and we are 
not really in the gonzo stage! Right now there are bits of beau¬ 
tiful 1470’s armor on my parlor floor along with miscellaneous 
weapons and two helmets, two kinds of mead and four cases of 
homemade beer in the kitchen, cheese-making in the laundry 
room, shoemaking in a basket in the comer of the living room, 
and two sewing rooms, both a bit untidy, upstairs... 

I would love to have a Better Homes and Gardens house, or 
even a consistently tidy house (rather than a house that gets 
tidied when we have guests) but I am afraid that it’s a low 
priority. 

—Keilyn FitzWarin [Atlantia] 

Nige’s tirade about those of us who do (unabashedly) 
clean house made my laugh and nod my head in agreement. 
Before I came back to the SCA, my house was spotless all day, 
every day, even when my big furry dogs had the run of the 
kitchen and living room via the doggie door. Then I came back 
to the SCA. Let’s see—the garage, which in days past was 
almost as clean as the house, and easily as neat now is over¬ 
flowing with the canton’s kitchen stuff, the canton pavilion, 
camping gear and my husband’s armour, and whatever he’s 
working on for anyone else. It has decreased in size by a factor 
of two. Oh well. 

As for the house, well, it’s not as neat as it used to be. I 
used to dust at least once a week. I do it about once a month, 
now. I used to vacuum every day. I now vacuum twice a 
week. I’m a closet Victorian, too, and in the interest of sanity 
have had to put away a bunch of my nifty knick-knacks just 

because I couldn’t stand the dust on them. Oh well. My bath¬ 
room is never as clean as I want it to be, or as clean as I wish 
it was. Oh well. Am I lazy? No, not hardly. Once a month 
in my house I have a cooking class, and a “sewethon,” and the 
Canton get-together. Then there are the couple of times a 
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month my friends come over and spread sewing/armour/ 
cooking/music etc. around the house. About every two 
weeks, I go into a frenzy of cleaning and for a few days after 
that my house is as clean as I would like. But ya know what, 
it’s a degenerative process, and soon, I look away from the 
spots on the kitchen floor, and the piles of laundry. My house 
if very clean by SCA standards, and my friends think I am 
compulsive, but I have a house cleaning business and my job 
is to see dirt every day, so I’m painfully aware of what my 
friends with their untrained eyes don’t see. However, there are 
only so many hours in the day, and I can’t run on three hours 
sleep a night like I used to. I’ve had to compromise, do what I 
can to maintain my sanity, and maybe do a little extra picking 
up when we expect guests, or when the dust gets, especially 
thick. A bonus is that I’m also not home as much as I was, so 
I console myself that I’m not seeing it for as many hours a day 
as I used to. I can’t ignore it, and I can’t do all that I’d like. 
Having a clean house is important to me, but I’d rather be 
researching an article for the newsletter or trying out a new 
recipe than cleaning. 

P.S. The dogs now only come in on special occasions_ 

that helps a lot. 


working (and my eventual name of “Lutemaker”). I don’t fit 
into the standard S-M-L-XL range of clothing that seems to 
contain all the interesting clothes. I learned to sew because I 
wanted interesting clothes that fit 

This was before I joined the SCA, though those crafts 
proved uncommonly useful in the Current Middle Ages. The 
crafts also were useful in my museum career You want 
museum-quality reproductions? Ya, sure, yew beteha, I can do 
that I can repair 18th-century electrical devices, and make 
them from scratch if need be. So the armor and locks are 14th 
century, and the electrostatic generator is 18th? In Cariadoc’s 
image, they re all off in the same general direction. 

If our lives are threads woven into the fabric of the world 
(Hel-LO! Clotho, Lachesis, Atropos!), each thread is made of 
fibers. The fibers of my being are wood and metal, words and 
images; the patterns they form within my thread are guided by 
science fiction, comics, the SCA, the history of medical elec- 
tncity. They fit and work together. I have brought skills from 
the rest of my life to the SCA; I have taken skills from SCA 
in return. There really isn’t that much difference. 

—Einar Lutemaker [Middle] 1 


—Gwenyth merch Llewellyn [Caid] 

Huh??? I don’t get it If a person is comfortable in their 
living space, more power to them, whether their personal style 
be Zen Japanese or archaelogical midden. If you don’t like a 
certain environment you’ve had thrust upon you, well, don’t 
hang around. Heck the only time I’d worry too much was if I 
had small children or pets around that were (literally) swallowed 
up by their surroundings. If you don’t do early Neolithic 
arrange to meet the tenant elsewhere. If NASA clean room is 
not your style, find neutral ground... 

—Edward of Glastonburh [Meridies] 

In} ootfjaut I>as ltlie 

aMectedt e<mjip efface life ? 

See my comments on housekeeping. I don’t read as 
much as I want to anymore. I almost never watch TV any 
more. I don’t see as many movies as I’d like. My flower beds 
have many more weeds than I like to see. I don’t relax as much 
as I should. I own far more SCA clothes than mundane 
clothes, using the time to wear them vs. number of items ratio. 

I ve gained 10 lbs. in the past six months from trying new 
recipes for events. My gut reaction to the LA riots was that 
they were acting “dishonorably.” My response when addressed 
by an unknown man as “Hey Beautiful” was “How dare you 
address me so familiarly—I don’t know you!” He probably 
thought I was crazy. I’m busier and happier than I was. I have 
met the most wonderful people in the world. 

—Gwenyth merch Llewellyn [Caid] 

I don’t make much distinction, a luxury available to the 
curator of a historical museum. I began as a science fiction fan 
and science student, then got into comics fandom. With the lab 
technique courses, that gave me writing, illustration, and publi¬ 
cations; and craftwork in metal and glass. In grad school I 
began making Appalachian dulcimers. This gave me woo’d- 


yotf still in rm sc#? 

Thank you Nykolette Ayesha de Nafarroa. I’ve been 
pretty upset lately about some SCA kooks nearly costing me 
my mundane job, and asking myself if the SCA is worth all 
this trouble. Your comments reminded me of some pretty 
special moments I ve been a part of, and some very special 
mends I ve found. Suddenly I remember why I put up with all 
the depressing political s#!t that seems to delight some SCA 
members. 


T . „ ^TTj.iuwuaincui umiiansj 

I heard this line from William Fitzgerald, more years 
ago than I care to think, and it still applies: “You know 
you’ve been in the SCA too long when the only thing worse 

thought of Soing to another event is the thought of 
NOT going to another event” 

—Keilyn FitzWarin [Atlantia] 


T^ety c#h t toutc 
sec#^e thot none 

We’re having fun telling each other why we’re still in. Let’s 
have a little of why some of our friends aren’t. If you have 
someone m your life who no longer participates, ask them 
why. If they wouldn’t like to have their names associated with 
it, just describe them a little, enough to be interesting and 
informative but not enough to give away who it is. 


P^HGIHG PGG# LIjSTjS 

Here’s a whole new question someone sent: “Are there 
options for purging the peerage rolls of those folks who are 
just plain inactive? If not should there be?” This is not just 
idle curiosity; there s a kingdom with a need to know, and the 
input of ThmkWell readers could make a difference. 


g^d^T 1 ' 3 Pe ' iC3n ' * ^ M “‘" ° f Sci ” ces ° f Middle 
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Fan letter to Gyrth Oldcastle: I got this rabid squire of 
mine that holds your manual of arms in holy awe. I do not 
understand, nor can teach, your style. He is going to Pennsics 
and I am going to drag him to your presence so that he can 
worship at the source. Please, please, please have someone 
demonstrate the mechanics to him so that I can quit feeling so 
inadequate. 

—John the Bearkiller [Meridies] 

[atlflaED sez: The following is sort of fan mail, from the same 
letter by John the Bearkiller. I couldn't resist putting it in.) 

Galen of Bristol started out in the SCA in Grey Niche, the 
barony here in Memphis. When he had been in the group 
about six months or so, he came up to me and said, “You 
know. I’m going to have everything you have gotten in a lot 
less time.” I told him good luck. He was a pompous little 
goober, but he has made good and proven to be a helluva 
valuable addition to the organization. Ambition can sometimes 
be very, very good in some people. I love to pick on him. We 
haven’t seen each other in a while and it is good to read his 
thoughts and opinions.” 

—John the Bearkiller [Meridies] 

To set the record straight (or at least tell my side), I 
recall that what I had said was that I wanted to achieve what he 
had in a similar amount of time. In five years time, John had 
become a knight, viscount, was ruling Meridies as king for a 
second time, and had an important role in founding Grey Niche. 

I was 17, and I was casting John as my role model; characterise 
tically, he misunderstood and took offense. Within five years 
thereafter, I had founded a shire and become a Viscount, but it 
took another 3^ years to be knighted and I’ve never been a 
king. My loyalty to the truth forces me to admit that I proba¬ 
bly was a “pompous little goober,” and there are many who 
would argue that I still am! I would refer you to my comment 
on page 3 of TW #9. But, like John, I try never to take myself 
too seriously. 

ThinkWell is a joy for me in that I get to read the com¬ 
ments of people I’ve only heard about by reputation, as well as 
those I’ve met in passing, and also old friends I haven’t seen in 
years (Hi Ton! Hi Betsy!), not to mention close friends, and 
even my own squire. 

—Galen of Bristol [Ansteorra] 
[Another /Elflsd note: I asked Galen’s permission to use John’s 
comments about him. He wrote back. Thanks for the opportunity 
to decline having Bear’s ‘pompous little goober’ remarks 
published. But go ahead and use it.” I will continue to attempt to 
avoid publishing anything that I think might hurt someone’s 
feelings.] 

cnwa&\ 

I know that there is a “myth” that one should never take 
another peerage or a landed Barony if you want to be a knight 
because it will somehow “curse” you....We also have one that 
says if you try on the regalia of an order, and more importandy, 
of an office (eg. the Crown) that you will never wear it 


officially. Has anyone else ever heard this? 

—Keilyn FitzWarin [Atlantia] 

There used to be a big double throne used for the 
barony of al-Barran and for the principality of the Oudands, and 
before I was princess I never ever even nearly sat on it. (Did I 
mention it was usually set up in the living room at our house?) 

Someone fooled around on them (you know —“fooled 
around") at a Grand Oudandish late one night, years ago, 
while they were set up out near the tourney field with nothing 
else around them, not a sunshade, nothing. It was very dark, 
and more than one person seems to have seen the oudines or 
passed by and heard something. We’ve never had names 
attached to that story, or I would be able to report whether that 
built up enough charge to keep them from ever being royalty. 
(Maybe it was the royalty.) 

I’m sure it’s not the first regalia which has been used as a 
sexual aid. 

—/Elffeed of Duckford [Oudands] 

TftwfiroeLL Discussion 

pennsic 

I really like the idea of a ThinkWell roundtable at 
Pennsic. I’d like to have faces to put to the names and interest¬ 
ing ideas I see here. If there is enough interest, I might even be 
persuaded to host such a gathering, or help out with it. 

—Tivar Moondragon [Ansteonaj 

I was at Estrella (my first) and missed the ThinkWell 
Roundtable. I had a bad tooth and wandered around the event in 
a daze. I am very!!!!!!!! interested in having one at 
Pennsics....I’ll be there and will do anything I can. 

—John the Bearkiller [Meridies] 

I won’t be there, but will be glad to hear what happens! 

—selflaED 


jspeci#i> ttPB^Te 

“If the thought of being King doesn’t terrify you, you 
haven’t thought enough about being King.” It was May 24, in 
a gymnasium in Minneapolis. I was feeling nervous; my hus¬ 
band was feeling pumped. Targetting computers on...Wham! 
Smack! Pow! (Do it again. And again. And again.) See 
Garlanda try to look serene when what she really wants to do is 
throw up on her shoes. Yes, you guessed it! Finn won 
Midrealm Crown. I’m the new Princess of the Middle. 

—Garlanda de S tanas [Middle] 
P.S. We should be pretty easy to find at Pennsic. We hope 
everyone will stop by to say “hi!” and have a cold drink. We 
are camped next to An Tir Royal Encampment, near the 
Brewers Rd. Everyone can leave messages for us at Midrealm 
Royal, if they can’t find our camp. 
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Old News is about the history of the SCA as it affects the 
East Kingdom branch of the family. That means there’s stuff 
there about the West, East, and Atlantia, with a special mission 
to reconstruct some history of Drachenwald. The editor is Syr 
Andreas Hak (Herb Kauderer). I received a copy of the first 
edition, which inspired me to ship off my several-years’-worth 
of back issues of Pikestaff for his use. There is no set sub¬ 
scription rate listed, although donations of money and stamps 
would be welcome (I checked). The first issue came on a 290 
stamp, but the second will be 520, is due before long, and you 
can get one for asking. Write to Herb Kauderer, 6572 Slayton 
Settlement Road, Lockport NY 14094-1137. 

FIGHTING! TOURNAMENTS! CHIVALRY! 
announcing 

CHRONIQUE The Journal of Chivalry 

If you are interested in exploring any of the above topics 
then CHRONIQUE may be the journal for you! 

The editors are pulling together articles from across the 
knowne world and beyond to assemble differing perspectives. 
CHRONIQUE hopes to forge translations, essays, articles and 
letters into a forum designed especially for the tour nam ent 
combatant. 

Premier Issue: June 15, 1992 
—What is the Tournament? 

—A translation of a 15th C. tournament treatise. 

Contact Brian R. Price or Ann M. Storz, 1134 Tamalpais 
Place, Hayward CA 94542,510-888-1405. 


Jay Nelson (aka Master Hieronymus the Sarabite) is 
getting serious about the idea of a publication to discuss 
religion—not religion in the SCA, but religion in general. It 
would be kind of like the religion column of ThinkWell gone 
real-world. If yoif think you would be interested, let me know 
and 111 give him your address for the first issue. If you have 
jdeasjor it or suggestions for a name, send rhai tnn 


TlRIPLe PGGIIS 

(KSCA or MSCA, Laurel and Pelican) 
ARE THERE MORE THAN THESE? 


Edward of Gendy (C/L/P) 

Elriin of Hrassvelg (C/L/P) 

Gerhard Kendal of Westmoreland (P/L/C) 
Henrik of Havn (C/L/P) 

Hilary of Serendip (P/L/C) 

James Greyhelm (C,P,L) 

Jan w Orzeldorm (C/L/P) 

Jon FitzRolf (C/L/P) 

Jonathan Whitewolf (C/L/P) 
Khaalid al-Jarad (L/P/C) 

Lars the Fierce (C/L/P) 

Ludwig von Lemminghaus (C/L/P) 
Polidor Haraldsson 
Raymond the Quiet (C/P/L) 

Robert of Dunharrow (C,L->P, L) 
Scellanus of Skye 
Siegfried von Hoflichskeit (C/P/L) 
Sigmund the Wingfooted (C/L/P) 

Stefan of the Wanderers (C/P/L) 

Steffen de Loraine (C/P/L) 

Thomann Shadan Secarius 
Trade Lacklandia (L/C/P) 

William of the Shire 
William the Lucky (C/L/P) 


West K&L/East p 
West 
An Tir 
West 
West 
West 
Ansteona 
West 
Atenveldt 
West 
Calontir 
An Tir 
Middle 
Outlands 
West 
An Tir 
West 
Ansteona 
Outlands 
West 
Calontir 
West L/Aten c&p 
Atenveldt 
West 


We have reports that there are no triple peers in Trimaris, 
Atlantia orCaid. Our list doesn’t have any which say “East” or 
Mendies. If that’s correct, and there are five kingdoms which 
don t have a single triple peer, does it mean it’s harder to get a 
peerage there? Or does it mean their philosophy concerning 
admitting people to multiple peerage orders is different? 

SWPOY QttGjSTIOU3 

mine and yours 

I need to send out a questionnaire with #12 or #13 to ask some 
senous questions about reprinting people’s comments and 
about privacy of names of quiet subscribers (those reading but 
not piping up). While I’m at it. I’d like to ask some more use¬ 
less questions, too. If you have any queries you would like to 
put to our readership, send them in soon! I don’t promise to 
use all of them, but will certainly consider them all. 


TfttotRBcn 

as of 7/17/92, is going to: 

West 

9 

Ansteona 

14 

East 

16 

Atlantia 

7 

Middle . 

13 

An Tir 

3 

Atenveldt 

3 

Calontir 

8 

Meridies 

7 

Trimaris 

5 

Caid 

20 

Outlands 

45 

plus 

a few scattered samples. 


frfo Q ne has a lapsed subscription in Caid, 

Atlantia or 


Calontir. 


HnUcrr* sui)d[ cdfiitdpjailf trxrtc 

In the early days (first few issues) I used nearly every word 
of every letter. I’m having to become more choosy I’m 
leavmg things out when they’re way too long (i.e. the ratio of 
words to new information is too high, or the humor content is 
low), too strident or too particular to local problems, or the 
point had already been made in a similar fashion. 

There are still letters and parts of letters in the “to be typed” 
pile, mostly waiting for kindred subject matter. < 

I appreciate your understanding, and I very much appreciate 
your letters. —aelflaED 
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